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The  far-reaching  consequences  of  the  war  in  Europe  upon  the 
trade  of  the  world  naturally  had  a  depressing  effect  on  the  commerce 
of  India.  The  large  decrease  in  Calcutta's  overseas  trade  in  1914-15 
can  be  attributed  to  various  causes,  all  closely  connected  with  the 
war — the  complete  shutting  off  of  important  markets,  the  restriction 
of  trade  with  others,  and  the  scarcity  of  tonnage  bemg  the  chief 
factors.  During  the  three  yeai's  preceding  the  year  under  review  Cal- 
cutta had  experienced  remarkable  prosperity,  but  even  before  the  out- 
break of  hostilities  there  had  been  a  decline  in  its  large  volume  of  trade. 

Import  and  Expert  Trade. 

Calcutta's  total  overseas  trade  (excluding  Government  stores)  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1915.  amounted  to  $423,664,480, 
as  against  $561,263,310  in  the  preceding  vear.  The  year's  imports 
were"^  valued  at  $191,497,770  and  the  exports  at  $232,166,710,  as  com- 
pared with  $241,687,425  and  $319,575,885,  respectively,  in  1913-14. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  value  of  the  import  and  export 
trade  of  Calcutta  in  1913-14  and  191-J— 15  by  the  four  great  classes 
into  which  official  statistics  divide  the  total  trade  and  the  value  of 
the  imports  and  exports  of  treasure : 


Articles. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1913-14 

1914-15 

1913-14 

1914-15 

Food,  drink,  and  tobacco 

$30, 22(5, 480 

8,910,400 

188,559,035 

1,609,060 

$24, 055, 030 

8, 582, 5.50 

147,960.030 

1,134,000 

$.57,897,075 

152,080,072 

100,905,650 

744,899 

$50, 052, 000 

Raw  materials  and  produce,  and  articles  mainly 
unmanufacturod 

82, 602, 360 

Articl'-s  wholly  or  mainly  manufactured 

Miscellaneous  and  unclassified 

97,448,000 
578, 400 

Total 

229,  .335,  .575 
12,351,8.50 

182, 363,. 380 
9,134,390 

317,627,710 
1,948,175 

230,741,360 

Treasure 

1,425,350 

Grand  total 

241,087,425 

191, 497, 770 

319,575,885 

232, 166, 710 

In  the  first  class  the  large  increase  in  imports  of  breadstuffs  was 
counterbalanced  by  greatly  diminished  receipts  of  sugar,  liquors,  and 
salt.     In  wholly  or  mainly  manufactured  articles,  Avhich  constitute 

"More  detailed  statistics  of  British  India's  foreign  commerce  for  1!)I3-14  appeared  in 
a  Handbook  on  India  (034  pages)  recently  published  by  the  I'.ureau  of  t'oreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce.     Besides  containin?'  *'^"  """"oi  tr-n.i..  i.r,,-io«.o  <if   Amoi-ionn  r.r.n=iiini- 
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tlie  most  important  class,  the  decline  in  imports  was  mainly  in  cot- 
ton yarns  and  fabrics,  machinery,  harchvare  and  cutlery,  other  iron 
and  steel  mannfactures,  electrical  goods,  motor  vehicles,  and  glass. 

Decreased  exports  in  the  first  and  second  classes  Avere  cine  to  poor 
shipnients  of  grain,  hides,  and  skins,  and  raw  jute,  which  heavj'- 
exports  of  tea  and  sngar  did  not  offset.  Eednced  exports  of  jute 
mannfactures,  opium,  and  oil  cakes  caused  the  decrease  in  the  third 
class,  while  smaller  exports  of  living  animals,  fodder,  bran,  etc., 
accounted  for  the  decline  in  the  last  one. 

Distribution  of  Trade. 

The  value,  by  countries,  of  Calcutta's  foreign  trade  in  1913-1-1 
and  1914—15  is  shown  in  the  follovv  ing  table : 


Countries. 


Imports. 


Exports. 


1913-14 


1914-15 


British  Empire: 

United  Kingdom... 

Australia 

Hongkong 

Straits  Settlements. 

Cejion 

other  possessions. . 


S165,447,098 
7,401,940 

160,919 
6, 055,. 548 

133,991 
1,885,122 


$138,  740, 995 
3, 886, 387 

290, 044 
4, 176, 430 

201.473 
1,756,827 


881,501,871 
13, 755, 000 
3,219,352 
6,823,806 
8, 260, 073 
11,187,402 


$76, 655, 486 

12,963,058 

1,857,381 

4,615,064 

5,121,505 

10,544,354 


Total. 


181,085,224       149,052,156 


124, 747, 504 


111,756,848 


Foreign  countries: 
Europe— 

C  evmany 

Belgium 

France 

Austria-Himgarv'. 

Italy :. 

Russia 

Other  countries.. 


085, 
760, 
:552, 
747, 
659, 


466 
831 
563 
529 
801 
657 
2, 774, 229 


Total. 


25, 405, 076 


Asia- 
Java 

China  treaty  ports 

Japan 

Turkey  in  Asia 

Arabia  (excluding  Aden). 
Other  countries 


18, 644, 535 
2,297,037 
5,058,240 
341,953 
56, 127 
2,100,381 


Total. 


28,498,873 


America — 

United  States... 
South  America.. 
Other  countries. 

Total 


6,175,265 
1,622 


6, 176, 887 


Africa... 
Oceania. 


521,365 


Total  foreign  countries . 
Grand  total 


60, 602, 201 


241,687,425 


4,143,663 

1,651,690 

786, 751 

1,052,137 

1,201,052 

26, 928 

2, 446, 552 


36, 401,  420 
3, 062, 326 
11,673,760 
12,912,771 
8, 007, 063 
6,  756, 973 
7,906,116 


10, 137, 568 
1,312,657 
4, 709, 474 
3, 422, 772 
5,699,320 
4,457,714 
5, 384, 620 


11,308,773 


86,721,029 


35, 124, 125 


14, 782, 805 
2,424,490 
5, 237, 327 
92, 464 
10, 057 
2, 875, 453 


4, 887, 588 
3,597,965 
8, 936, 841 
2, 289, 526 
l,432,04fl 
5,945,505 


3, 900, 662 
3,417,581 
4, 782, 796 
1, 046, 297 
491,841 
6, 656, 074 


25,422,596 


27, 089, 534 


20, 295, 251 


5,054,347 


80,121,714 

14,587,820 
2, 026, 086 


47,930,807 
11,028,462 
2, 240, 861 


5,054,347 


70,735,620 


61, 200, 130 


659, 898 


3, 392, 924 

889, 274 


2, 878, 048 
912,308 


42,445,614 


194, 828, 381 


120, 409, 862 


191,497,770 


319,575,885 


232,166,710 


The  United  Kingdom  continued  to  control  the  bulk  6i  Calcutta's 
import  and  export  trade,  furnishing  among  other  articles  94.0G  per  cent 
of  the  cotton  goods,  95.81  per  cent  of  the  railway  materials,  95.30  per 
cent  of  the  millwork,  and  75.01  per  cent  of  the  metals  and  machinery. 

The  total  export  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  declined,  due 
chiefly  to  contraction  in  shipments  of  raw  jute,  grain,  and  pulse; 
but  shipments  of  tea,  jute  manufactures,  hides  and  skins,  saltpeter, 
raw  hemp,  and  indigo  increased  remarkably. 
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As  transactions  with  Germany,  Austria,  and  Belgium  ceased  with 
the  outbreak  of  the  war,  the  figures  given  represent  the  trade  witli 
those  countries  for  only  the  first  four  months  of  the  fiscal  year.  In 
the  trade  with  the  United  States,  reduced  imports  of  hardware  and 
mineral  oils  account  for  the  decline  in  the  total,  while  the  decrease 
in  exports  was  due  largely  to  reduced  shipments  of  raw  jute  and 
jute  manufactures.  The  import  trade  with  all  principal  countries 
showed  a  falling  off,  with  the  exception  of  that  from  Japan,  which 
registered  a  slight  increase. 

Imports  fcy  Articles. 

Imports  of  merchandise,  excluding  Governnient  stores,  into  the 
port  of  Calcutta  during  the  official  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  were 
valued  at  $182,303,380,  or  $46,972,195  less  than  in  the  preceding  year. 
The  comparative  importance  of  the  i3rincii)al  articles  received  dur- 
ing these  two  j^ears  is  shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Articles. 


Cctton  goods 

Metals 

Susar 

Railway  plant  and  rolling 
stock 

Machinery  and  millwork. . 

Oils 

Hardware,  n.e.s 

Spices 

Provisions 

Liquors  (including  methy- 
lated and  perfumed  spir- 
its)  

Instruments,  apparatus, 
etc 

Salt 

AVoolen  goods 

Chemicals,  etc 

Paper  and  pasteboard 

Drugs  and  medicines, 
n.  e.  s 

Glass  and  glassware 

Automobiles  and  motor 
cycles  and  parts 

Building  and  engineering 
materials 

Tea  chests  (entire  or  in 
sections) 

Paints  and  painter's  ma- 
terials  

Matches 

Rubber 

Tobacco 

Haberdashery  and  milli- 
nery  

Articles  imported  by  post. 

\\  ood  and  timber .'. 

Umbrellas  and  fittings 

Boots  and  shoes 

Flax 

Soap 


1913-14 


$96,7fi4,9S0 
31,346,100 
20, 9S2, 2S9 

12,6S0,362 
10,402,710 
6,072,322 
4,617,130 
2. 22:3, 107 
2, 124, 209 


2, 228,  S40 

2,354,139 
2,137,016 
2,913,764 
1,402,540 
1,582,450 

1,411,71S 

1,957,887 

1, 738, 210 

1,237,686 

1,316,970 

1,115,509 
9(X),  563 
675, 195 
815,997 

1,283,483 

1,064,982 
774,852 
940,288 
762. 567 
730, 883 
627, 396 


S79, 766, 823 
18,191,951 
15,727,840 

14,523,533 
7,552.805 
6, 850, 530 
3,141,794 
2,315,483 
2, 019, 088 


1,821,296 

1,768,026 
1,744,452 
1,4.59,298 
1,352,278 
1,280,729 

1,277,913 

1,180,813 

1,171,442 

1,141,271 

1, 128, 897 

1,077,321 
974,084 
885, 7(;0 
846,499 

778, 831 
760, 815 
716, 859 
692, 483 
674,553 
600,542 
535, 756 


Articles. 


Books  and  printed  matter 

Apparel,  n.  e.  s 

Grain,  pulse,  and  flour 

Stationery  (excluding  pa- 
per)  .' 

Earthenware    and    porce- 
lain  

Paper-making  materials.. 

Dyes   and    tanning   sub- 
stance   t . 

Animals,  live 

A  rms  and  ammunition . . . 

Bicycles 

Leather 

Belting  for  machmery. . . . 

Toys  and   requisites  for 
games  and  sports 

Silk  goods 

Hemp 

Carriages  and  carts 

Pitch,  tar,  and  dammer. . . 

Clocks  and  watches 

Cutlery 

Furniture    and    cabinet 
ware 

Jeweixy 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

Gums  and  resins 

Ships,  parts  of 

All  other  articles 


1913-14 


$617.  754 
895,017 
93,545 

608, 549 

5.34,. '■,89 
475,200 

629, 773 
49s, 889 
332, 1.59 
506,772 
451,. 538 
326, 461 

413, 8.52 
444, 162 
163,308 
413,232 
201, 198 
297,067 
288,211 

174,617 
231,947 
112, 438 
124,068 
195,914 
2,610,291 


Total i229,33.5,575 


Treasure; 

Gold I     7,6.52,807 

Silver 4,699,043 


Total 12,351,850 


Grand  total 241,687,425 


$521,825 
511,7.57 
486, 218 

461, 799 

444, 781 
410,494 

362,  C59 
342, 72G 
302,428 
284, 861 
275, 110 
273, 518 

249,035 
246,395 
203,340 
185, 255 
148. 034 
144, 768 
141,756 

139, 549 
79, 459 
71,334 
69, 251 
52,996 
1,994,267 


182,363,380 


2,778,999 
6,355,391 


9,134,390 


191, 497, 770 


Marked  Decrease  in  Imports  of  Cotton  Goods. 

Imports  of  cotton  goods  in  191^15  showed  a  decrease  in  value  of 
over  $16,998,000,  of  which  over  $15,000,000  represented  piece  goods, 
and  over  $350,000  hosiery.  Ilowever,  twist  and  yarn,  shipped  prin- 
cipally from  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Netherlands,  and  Italy, 
showed  a  gain  in  quantity  of  over  2,000,000  pounds  and  in  value  of 
more  than  $523,500  over  the  receipts  of  the  preceding  3^ear. 
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The  details  of  Calcutta's  import  trade  in  cotton  goods  during  the 
last  two  fiscal  years  are  shown  in  the  following  statement : 


Cotton  manufacUires. 


Piece  goods: 

Grav  (unhleached) 

British 

Foreisn 

White  (lilpachoci) 

British 

Foreic;!! 

Colored  (printed  or  dyed) . 


Total. 


Twist  and  yarn. 
All  other 


Total. 


1913-14 


Yards. 


1,152,637,255 

1,149,440,732 

3, 19fi,523 

23S,405,fi97 

235, 696, 744 

2, 708, 953 

185,418,975 


1,576,461,927 


0  11,032,060 


Vdlue. 


$60, 
60, 


935,717 
703, 423 
232. 294 
S67, 57S 
609,329 
258, 249 
689, 230 


87,492,531 


Yards. 


1,034,466, 

1,026,364, 

8.101, 

200, 733, 

204, 130, 

2,602, 

115,200, 


1,356,409,085 


Value. 


852, 
52, 


480,985 
011,530 
469,  4.i5 
493, 375 
209,516 
223, 859 
407, 365 


,381,725 


3,096,391      0  13,148,351 
6, 176, 058 


3,620,027 
3, 705, 071 


96,764,980  \. 


79, 766, 823 


o  Pounds. 

The  large  American  cotton  crop  tended  to  weaken  local  prices,  while 
the  extensive  stocks  carried  over  from  the  preceding  year  further 
depressed  the  market.  The  war  caused  a  decrease  in  imports,  but  the 
local  market  did  not  improve.  Better  prices  can  not  be  looked  for 
until  the  large  stocks  on  hand  have  been  considerably  reduced. 
Metals  and  Ketal  Goods. 

Imports  of  metals  and  manufactures  of  metal  showed  a  decrease 
under  every  heading.  Iron  and  steel  decreased  in  quantity  by  over 
200,000  tons  and  in  value  by  $11,392,801.  There  was  a  decided^  boom 
in  this  trade  in  1913-14,  but  early  in  1914-15  the  effects  of  the  general 
business  depression  were  felt,  and  in  the  first  four  months  of  the 
official  year  there  was  a  decline  in  value  of  nearly  15  per  cent  as  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  year.  Then  came  the  Avar  and  the  cessa- 
tion of  all  imports  of  iron  and  steel  from  Germany,  Austria,  and 
Belgium,  wdiich  resulted  in  a  loss  of  nearly  42  per  cent  in  the  total 
imports  of  these  goods.  Wrought  brass  showed  a  decrease  of  OA^er 
15  per  cent.  Unwrought  copper,  over  92  per  cent  of  Avhich  comes 
from  Japan,  declined  by  nearly  22  per  cent  in  quantity  and  over  25 
per  cent  in  value  as  the  result  of  acute  depression  caused  by  indif- 
ferent demand  and  large  accumulated  stock.  The  trade  in  wrought 
copper,  which  is  chiefly  in  braziers,  sheets,  and  in  yelloAv-metal  sheath- 
ing, also  decreased.  Unwrought  iron  fell  off  in  quantity  by  4,545 
tons.  Calcutta,  being  the  port  for  shipments  from  Kalimati,  is  noAV 
more  of  an  exporter  than  importer  for  pig  iron.  The  largest  decrease 
in  wrought  iron,  or  steel,  vvas  in  galvanized  sheets,  sheets  and  plates, 
bars  and  channels,  pipes,  tubes,  beams,  etc.,  all  showing  a  serious 
decline,  totaling  in  quantity  nearly  44  per  cent  and  in  value  nearly 
47  per  cent.  There  was  a  falling  off  in  imports  of  machinery  and 
millwork,  but  an  increase  in  railway  plant  and  rolling  stock.  Under 
the  heading  of  hardware  and  cutlery  a  decline  of  33  per  cent  was 
noted. 

Import  Returns  of  Iron  and  Steel  and  Other  Metals. 

In  the  following  table  are  shoAvn  the  details  of  the  import  trade  in 
iron  and  steel  and  other  metals  and  metal  goods  in  1913-14  and 
1914-15: 
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Metals  ami  manufactures  of. 


Iron,  unwTought 

Iron  or  steel,  wrought  : 

Bars,  rods,  and  angles 

Beams,  pillars,  etc 

Bolts  and  nuts 

Hoops 

Nails,  screws,  and  rivets. 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Rice  bo'.vls 

Sheets  and  plates — 

Galvanised 

Tinned 

Other 

-Ml  other 


Total  iron  and  steel . 


Br.ass,  wrought 

Copper: 

UnwTOu;:ht 

Wrought  (including  old) . 
Lead: 

Sheets  for  tea  chests 

Other 

Quicksilver 

Tin 

Zinc  and  spelter 

German  silver 

Another  metals 


Total  metals. 


1913-14 


1914-15 


Tons.  Value.  Tons.  Value 


7,4oS 


166, 
24, 
52, 
34, 


403,302 


3, 

1, 
1, 

o«jO, 

i; 

3, 


$167, 083 

3,420,501 
1,370.571 
350,712 
412,030 
610,584 
1, 2.54, 584 
371,800 

10,499,036 
1,860,625 
2, 10<J,  700 
2,446,876 


2,913 

55,  ISO 
21,4:54 
2,115 
7,606 
5, 604 
9,343 
3,034 

72. 738 
22,962 
22,332 
32, 902 


24,880,792  |  258,262 


137, 884 

1,256,200 
2,330,080 

188,171 
193,t'87 
47,043 
1,196,186 
509,  e85 
314,700 
291,666 


392 

2,568 
5,467 

1,314 

864 

o  28, 986 

1,0,55 

1,204 

339 

045 


$.58, 073 

1,8S0,410 
717,322 
214,12<i 
34s.  441 
485,028 
688, 448 
198,553 

4,  .503, 135 

1,605,620 

802,344 

1,926,485 


13. 487,  (,91 


116,472 

937,712 
1,971,906 

184, 278 

m.  277 
14,275 
887, 974 
173,572 
175,843 
142, 651 


18.191,951 


c  Pounds. 


Receipts  of  Mineral  Oils. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  imports  of  mineral  oil,  with  prin- 
cipal countries  of  origin,  and  the  coastwise  imports  from  Burma,  into 
the  port  of  Calcutta  during  1913-14  and  1914-15  are  shown  in  the 
followino-  table: 


Mineral  oils. 

1913-14 

1914-15 

Gallons. 

Value. 

Gallons. 

Value. 

FOREIGN  IMPORTS. 

Kerosene 

30, 706, 066 
18,099,899 

$3,884,765 
2,421,895 

33,655,403 
17,472,528 
12,000 
16, 170, 596 
10,312,419 
2,0.39,5.58 
5,185,317 
1,879,439 
1,075,432 
3, 140, 154 

$4, 238,  722 

Uni, ed  States 

2, 346, 302 

Straits  Settlements 

1,298 

Borneo 

12, 602, 632 
10, 906, 288 
1,393,475 
6,244,296 
3,100,841 
408 
3,809,786 

1,462,221 

1,582,262 

374, 072 

830,874 

335,464 

1,891,122 

Lubrif^ating and  batching  ...                  

1,504,397 

United  Kingdom 

485, 028 

United  States 

668, 008 

Borneo 

205,  691 

Sumatra 

116,147 

All  other 

683,257 

580, 412 

Total .      . 

45, 422, 140 

6,150,284 

47,107,976 

6,323,531 

COASTWISE  IMPORTS  FROM  BURMA. 

Kero.^ene ... 

49,552,245 
3,659,007 
4,781,162 

5, 584, 795 
523, 035 
854,233 

46, 228, 302 
3,644,717 
1, 639, 352 

5,261,3.35 

Lubricating 

611,881 

AU  other 

452, 260 

Total 

57,992,414 

6,962,663 

51,612,371 

6,325,476 

Grand  total 

103, 414, 554 

13,112,947 

98, 620, 347 

12,649,007 

Imports  of  foreign  oil  in  the  first  four  months  of  1914-15  in- 
creased from  9,030,000  to  12,110,000  gallons,  but  the  improvement  did 
not  continue  after  the  outbreak  of  the  w'ar.  The  United  States  im- 
proved its  shipments  of  kerosene  during  the  early  months,  but  these 
were  not  continued. 
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Decreased  Imports  of  Woolen  Goods. 

A  steady  decline  was  noted  in  imports  of  woolen  goods  throughout 
the  year  that  was  accentuated  by  the  beginning  of  the  war  at  the 
time  of  the  opening  of  the  usually  large  import  season.  The  Neth- 
erlands alone  showed  a  slight  increase  in  its  shipments  here.  In  Eng- 
land the  demand  for  woolen  khaki  denuded  the  market  of  woolens 
for  cirilians,  one  curious  eii'ect  of  this  huge  demand  being  an  ad- 
vance in  the  price  of  crossbreds  until  it  was  considerably  higher  than 
that  of  pure  merino.  It  is  claimed  that  it  is  in  accordance  with  prece- 
dents that  fine  wool  should  depreciate  in  value  in  war  time  and  that 
coarse  wool  should  advance.  Exports  of  raw  wool,  owing  to  an 
embarffo  placed  upon  the  shipment  of  all  but  certain  kinds,  declined 
in  quantity  from  2,105,203  to  1.632,698  pounds. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  imports  of  woolen  goods  into  Cal- 
cutta during  1913-1-4  and  1914-15  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Woolen  goods. 


Braids pounds. . 

Carpets  and  rugs <lo  — 

Hosiery do 

Piece  goods yarns . . 

Shawls number . . 

Yarn  and  knitting  wool pounds. . 

Another do.... 


Total. 


1913-14 


Quantity.        Value. 


45,9C9 
3r)5,:24 
101,018 
5,773,254 
l,10(i,3C6 
152,067 
288, 872 


S30, 172 

119, :iG 

104,792 

1,442,7.55 

1,039,809 

118,743 

57, 777 


2, 913, 764 


Quantity.        Value 


42,424 
303, 142 

91,426 

2,507,315 

38f),  585 

85,492 

29,504 


S28, 550 
95,059 
105',  441 
799, 079 
358, 499 
63,913 
8,757 


1,459,298 


Exports  by  Articles. 

In  the  following  table  is  shown  the  comparative  importance  of 
the  principal  articles  exported  from  Calcutta  during  the  fiscal  years 
ended  March  31, 1914  and  1915: 


Articles. 


Jute,  and  manufactures  of: 

Manufactures 

Raw 

Tea 

Uides  and  skins,  raw 

Seeds 

Grain,  pulse,  and  flour 

Opium 

Lac 

Cotton,  raw 

Indigo - 

Coal,  coke,  and  patent  fuel 

Hemp,  raw 

Metals  and  ores 

Saltpeter 

Oils 

Mica 

Oil  cakes 

Provisions  and  oilman's 
stores 

^Manures 

Dyes  and  taiming  sub- 
stances, n.  e.  s 

Spices 

Cotton  twist  and  yarn 

Bristles 

Apparel,  n.  e.  s 

\N  oolen  manufactures 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Cordage  and  rope 


1913-14 


$91,4R8,8ftl 

90,953.051 

34,249,081 

27,498,815 

11,649,625 

22, 243, 255 

6,533,425 

6,211,735 

6,554,039 

575, 829 

2,242.948 

1,830,048 

1,945,408 

971,411 

73.-),  240 

1,152,218 

1,371,629 

S«9,698 
1,084,227 

928, 432 
120,678 
1,010,627 
297, 554 
335, 477 
433, 226 
298,211 
224, 806 


$83,615,816 

38,376,733 

37,071,296 

16,874,155 

11,  766, 870 

10,771,551 

5,721,247 

5,171,786 

3,452,451 

2, 252, 994 

1,712,619 

1,514,421 

1,354,439 

1,343,400 

766, 129 

747, 5S2 

739,015 

726,407 
684,268 

680, 211 
301,854 
2G9, 253 
269, 230 
2.32, 162 
227, 821 
205, 316 
200,785 


Articles. 


Articles  exported  by  post. 

Fodder  and  bran . . ". 

Silk,  raw 

^\  ax,  n.  e.  s 

Horns 

Leather 

Tobacco 

Animals,  live 

Cotton  manufactures 

■\Vood  and  timber 

Sil k  manufactures 

Borax 

Coir 

Rubber,  raw 

^^■ool,  raw 

All  other  articles 


$329,  045 

207, 804 

297, 553 

181,012 

182,444 

38, 622 

122,143 

135,  668 

65, 676 

93,405 

61,742 

23,432 

7,961 

26, 266 

169 

955, 623 


Total 316, 558, 960 

Reexports 1,068,750 


Total  merchandise..  317, 627, 710 


Treasure: 
Gold.. 
Silver. 


Total 

Grand  total. 


1, 562, 941 
385, 234 


1,948,175 


319,  o7o,  885 


1914-15 


S197, 560 

172, 272 

155,177 

113,331 

102.093 

98, 828 

84,003 

76, 768 

36,231 

33,711 

30, 397 

28, 189 

9, 966 

5, 762 

1,988 

798, 161 


228,994,260 
1,747,100 


230,741,330 


875,827 
549, 523 


1,425,350 


232, 166, 710 


Exports  of  tea,  indigo,  and  saltpeter  have  shown  a  marked  increase, 
the  demand  for  these  being  augmented  by  the  war;  but  hides  and 
skins,  raw  cotton,  metals,  coal,  raw  jute  and  jute  manufactures, 
grain,  and  opium  all  showed  decreases. 
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Coal  Production  and  Export. 

Tlio  production  of  coal  in  Bengal  and  Biliar  and  Oris.sa  during  the 
year  191-1  was  15,075,587  tons,  an  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of 
1  per  cent.  The  total  Britisli  Indian  production  in  1914  was 
15,727,031  tons,  as  against  15,480,318  tons  in  1013.  Until  June  there 
was  some  shortage  of  wagon  supply,  which  handicapped  trade  very 
considerably,  but  when  this  situation  was  relieved  the  collieries  were 
able  to  clear  their  stocks.  When  war  was  proclaimed  no  appreciable 
clifRcu.lty  was  felt  at  first  as  it  was  considered  that  there  would  be 
less  foreign  competition;  but  the  taking  up  of  many  steamers  for 
transport  work,  the  abnormal  rise  in  freight,  and  the  general  decrease 
in  manufacturing  activity  resulted  in  a  steady  decline  in  the  cheaper 
grades  of  coal,  although  the  best  grades  VN'ere  little  affected.  The  de- 
tails of  the  export  trade,  both  foreign  and  coasting,  in  coal  for  the 
two  years,  together  with  the  principal  countries  of  destination,  is 
shown  in  the  following  table : 


Items. 


Foreign  exports 

Ceylon , 

Strains  Settlements 

Sumaira 

New  Zealand 

Coastwise  exports 

Boml:)ay 

Sind 

Burma 

Madras 

Bunker  coal 

Total 


191.3-14 


Tons. 


721,349 

393,889 

183, 501 

97,652 

27, 672 

2, 324, 167 
943, 468 
396, 157 
482, 025 
386, 591 

1, 010, 074 


4,055,590 


Value. 


234, 694 
229, 601 
578, 464 
287, 772 
80, 1.35 
112,873 
871,883 
251,014 
516,401 
161, 147 
128,510 


1914-15 


Tons. 


592, 474 
392, 600 
100, 636 
72,810 


1,904,624 
717,090 
325,968 
4.39, 054 
373, 134 
969,  .338 


3, 466, 436 


Value. 


SI,  704, 894 

1, 142, 653 

274, 470 

206, 988 


5,417,061 
1, 997, 536 
934, 692 
1, 329, 527 
1,021,316 
2, 791, 099 


9, 913, 054 


Exports  of  Grain,  Flour,  and  Pulse. 

The  falling  off  in  exports  of  rice  and  wheat  was  largely  due  to 
unfavorable  climatic  conditions  in  the  east  of  the  United  and  Central 
Provinces  and  Bengal,  whence  Calcutta  draws  her  supplies  for  export. 
In  addition,  in  December,  1014,  the  Government  of  India  prohibited 
the  export  of  wheat  and  wheat  flour,  except  for  Government  account. 
The  following  table  shows  the  export  trade  in  grain,  flour,  and  pulse, 
and  the  principal  countries  of  destination,  for  the  two  years : 


Grain,  flour,  and  pulse. 

1913-14 

1914-15 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cwt. 

6,518,566 
435,164 
366, 531 
53o,S05 
366.004 
228,412 

2,499,118 
56i,.540 
169, 774 
314,277 
518,197 

1,46:,. 823 
97,023 

1,084,997 
40, 923 

1,513,539 

$16,030,899 

1,163,417 

1,002,499 

1,377,543 

955, 456 

596, 957 

5,78.5,943 

1,40.5,444 

400,350 

781,883 

1,24:'.,  877 

2,3.89,125 

230, 672 

1,367.810 

.58, 1.84 

2, 166, 565 

C-rt. 
3,403,808 
265, 899 
58, 824 
46' -,095 

370. 488 
276. 571 

1,149,256 

178,355 

114,993 

53, 159 

234, 198 

32,318 

8.5, 270 

1,075 

52,  .509 

837. 489 

S8,612,4Co 

United  Kingdom 

685,527 

Germany   ...          

156, 053 

1, 282, 809 

Natal ...                      

957, 402 

V.'est  Indies 

710,  ,508 

Ceylon 

2,714,533 

472,374 

Aden ...        j».                                   

308,536 

Bahrein  Islands  

141.128 

Turkey,  Asiatic . .                 

565, 812 

Wheat 

71,050 

W^heat  flour 

231, 9;o 

Barley 

2,271 

Other  cereals 

86,341 

Pulse .  . 

1,767,  .513 

Total 

10,718,-874 

22,243,255 

4, 412, 469 

10,771,551 

8 


SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMEECE   EEPOKTS. 


Shipments  of  Cotton  and  Cotton  Manufactures. 

Exports  of  ^a^v  cotton  showed  a  marked  decline.  Excluding  Japan, 
the  bulk  of  Indian  cotton  goes  to  Europe,  but  these  markets,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  war,  were  closed.  The  exports  of  twists  and  yarns 
were  the  lowest  in  many  years.  Prices  ruled  low  as  the  result  of 
trade  depression.  The  production  of  the  Bengal  mills  fell  from 
33,000,000  to  32,000,000  pounds.  Calcutta's  exj^ort  trade  in  raw  cot- 
ton and  in  twists  and  yarns  during  the  last  two  fiscal  years,  together 
with  the  principal  countries  of  destination,  is  shown  in  the  following 
table  (1  liundredweight=112  pounds)  : 


Cotton  and  cotton  manufactures 


Raw  cotton 

United  Kingdom. 

Germany 

Belgium 

Italy 

Austria- Hungary . 

France 

Spain 

china: 

Hongkong 

Treaty  ports . 

Japan 

Australia 

United  States 


Twist  and  varn 

China: ' 

Hongkong 

Treaty  Ports... 

Straits  Settlements. 

other  manufactures 


Total. 


191:B-14 


Quantity.        Value 


Cwt. 

566, 433 

5,815 

80, 768 

8,698 

12,219 

182 

2,115 

536 

35,391 

1,118 

4C2, 859 

3, 848 

9,379 

PouTids. 

6,465,529 

4,644,828 

1,385,245 

288,368 


56,554,039 

59,371 

900,950 

97,006 

129, 124 

2,271 

S6,985 

6,488 

256, 876 

12,653 

4,769,493 

46,393 

110,307 

1,010,627 

733,867 
221,263 
36,33P 
65,676 


7,630,342 


1914-15 


Quantity.        Value 


Cwl. 
366,504 
9,870 
32,360 
4,682 
42,661 
1,690 
9,192 


21,470 

20,364 

195,003 

1,532 

23, 927 

Pounds. 

1,901,765 

1,566,182 
8/,  760 
209,600 


S3, 452, 451 
91,814 

341,303 
52, 235 

373, 746 
17,843 

100,249 


229,374 

155,079 

1,<9C,547 

14, 275 

253, 706 

269,253 

221,912 
12,652 
27,901 
36,231 


3, ',57, 935 


Hides  and  Skins. 

Various  restrictions  placed  upon  the  export  of  hides  and  skins  by 
the  Government  have  caused  a  large  decline  in  exports.  Before  the 
war  prices  ruled  high  and  there  was  a  sharp  demand.  Exports  to  the 
United  Kingdom  alone  showed  an  increase  on  account  of  the  reiiuire- 
ments  for  military  purposes.  Calcutta's  export  trade  in  hides  and 
skins  in  1913-14  and  1914-15,  and  the  principal  countries  of  destina- 
tion, is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Hides  and  skins. 


1913-14 


Number. 


Value. 


Number. 


Value. 


Hides,  raw 

United  Kingdom. 

Germany 

Austria-Himgary. 

Italy 

Spain 

France 

Netherlands , 

United  States 

Skins,  raw 

United  Kingdom. 

France , 

Netherlands , 

United  States 

Hides  and  skins: 

Dressed 

Cuttings,  raw 


Total. 


10,007,059 

94,015 

3,741,937 

2, 478, 635 

1,390,862 

901 .  834 

46.088 

327.029 

893,078 

10, 203. 242 

296,555 

119,769 

1,063,167 

8,208,071 

5,113 
a  26, 242 


522,100,959 

297,830 

8,816,151 

5, 832, 662 

1,983,261 

1,164.716 

92, 464 

862,993 

2,874.155 

5,296,049 

120.040 

53, 856 

551,212 

4,300,364 

6,489 
101.807 


6, 263, 803 

525. 504 

1,456,066 

656, 453 

1,218,235 

683. 129 

6.117 

54.836 

1,400.350 

8,472,371 

161.836 

21.095 

472,904 

;,  380. 783 

153, 720 
e 15, 169 


$13,100,995 

1.294.814 

3,517.182 

1 , 540. 409 

1,437,888 

856.504 

21.088 

132,693 

3,661.879 

3,712,166 

70,078 

7,786 

263. 382 

i,  180, 096 

76, 566 
00,994 


27,505,304 


16,950,721 


a  Hundredweight. 
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Indigo  Production  and  Export, 

The  area  under  indigo  in  India  in  1014  was  less  by  2-1  per  cent 
than  in  the  preceding  3'ear;  but  the  yiekl  of  2-1,900  hundredweight 
(hundred\veight=112  pounds)  showed  a  decline  of  only  7  per  c^nt. 
Prices  ruled  very  high.  The  declared  average  price  at  the  Calcutta 
customhouse  rose  from  Rs.  149  to  Es.  516  per  Indian  maund  ($48.34 
to  $167.40  for  S2f  pounds).  As  the  United  Kingdom  formerly  de- 
pended largely  on  synthetic  indigo  that  it  imported  from  (lermany, 
the  closing  of  that  market  and  the  urgency  of  obtaining  additional 
supplies,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  stocks  of  natural  indigo  were 
not  large,  caused  prices  to  advance  to  unheard-of  figures.  The  high 
prices  encouraged  the  reopening  of  abandoned  indigo  factories  in 
the  United  Provinces,  but  the  imprecedented  prices  for  seed  have 
been  an  obstacle  to  much  expansion.  Calcutta's  export  trade  in  in- 
digo for  the  two  years  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Countries. 


1913-14 


Hun- 
dred- 
weight. 


Value. 


1914-15 


Hun- 
dred- 
wei<;ht. 


Value. 


United  Kingdom.. 
Austria-Hungary.. 

EKpt 

United . "States 

Turkey  in  Asia 

Japan 

All  other  countries 

Total 


2,978 
1,018 
581 
004 
2,682 
222 
007 


S183,3nS 
S>1, 135 
38,0'. 8 
38,283 
173, 217 
12,977 
49,274 


8,723 


S2,  IOC,  546 


302 
210 
474 


23,035 
52,558 
34, 005 


30,790 


8,752 


575,829 


9,897 


2,252,994 


Export  Trade  in  Jute  and  Jute  Manufactures. 

The  war  closed  down  a  large  market  for  raw  jute,  but  the  mills 
did  not  suffer  greatly,  as  they  were  sustained  by  a  plentiful  supply 
of  cheap  material  and  by  excellent  prospects  for  1915-16.  Exports 
were  hampered  by  the  scarcity  of  tonnage ;  but  up  to  the  declaration 
of  war,  the  volume  of  trade  was  large  and  the  aggregate  value 
showed  a  material  increase.  Raw  jute,  in  particular,  declined  by 
over  32  per  cent  in  quantit}^,  and  by  over  57  per  cent  in  value,  the 
lowest  aggregate  since  1904-5.  In  contrast  with  the  high  prices  of 
1913-14  were  the  very  low  quotations  of  the  j^ear  under  review,  the 
price  at  one  time  being  as  low  as  $9.73  per  bale.  The  jute  trade 
last  year  represented  52.87  per  cent  of  the  total  value  of  the  exports 
of  merchandise  from  Calcutta,  while  in  the  preceding  year  it  was 
57.44  per  cent. 

Exports  during  the  first  four  months  of  the  fiscal  year  were  on 
an  advancing  scale,  but  afterwards,  with  the  exception  of  February, 
each  month  shoAved  a  decline.  A  prominent  feature  of  the  j^ear's 
trade  was  the  large  export  of  cloth  and  bags  to  the  United  Kingdom. 
These  heavy  shipments  commenced  in  November  and  continued  on 
throughout  the  fiscal  year.  The  year  closed  with  large  Government 
orders  and  most  favcTable  prospects.  Another  striking  feature  of  the 
trade  was  the  enormous  shipments  of  bags  and  cloth  to  Russia,  chiefly 
via  Vladivostock. 

12643°— 50a— 15 2 
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In  the  following  tal)]e  are  shown  the  details  of  the  export  trade 
in  jute  and  jute  manufactures  in  1913-14  and  1914-15,  together  with 
the  principal  countries  of  destination : 


Jute  and  jute  manufactures. 


Kaw  jute: 

United  Kingdom.. 

Germany 

France 

Austria-Hungary. . 

Italy 

Spain 

Russia 

Belgium 

Japan 

United  States 

All  other  countries. 

Total 


Gunny  cloth: 

United  Kingdom 

G  ermany 

United  States 

Canada 

A  rcentina 

Ottier  South  American  countries. 

Australasi-i 

All  other  countries 


Total 


Gunny  bags: 

United  Kingdom 

Russia 

Belgium 

Germany 

Egypt 

Cape  Colony 

Natal 

Mauritius 

Portuguese  East  Alrica 

Chile  and  Peru 

other  South  American  countries. 

Cuba 

West  Indies 

United  States 

Canada 

Straits  Settlements 

Japan 

Hongkong 

Treaty  ports 

Java 

Cochin  China 

Siam 

Turkey  in  Asia 

Australasia 

Sandwich  Islands 

All  other  countries . .  s 


Total. 


1913-14 


Quantity.  Value 


Toils. 

1.50, 
07, 
45, 
37, 
21, 
9, 
4, 
3, 
10-1, 
7, 


cm,  756 


Yards. 

50,  f'54. 742 

7, 235, 340 

735, 2.30, 187 

35, 2S0, 000 

173, 724,  .500 

12, 780, 750 

27,  or.-R,  m2 

18,099,28(5 


1,000,06:3,637 


Nvmber. 
27, 492, 381 


5,091,114 
.5,363,972 

11,030,995 
3,987,025 
C,  837, 925 
2, 022,  COO 
5,076,400 

39, 3S7, 450 
7, 590, 550 
9, 7C0,  COO 
2, 735, 575 

68, 009, 100 
2,398,800 

10, 657, 430 
4,107,100 
2,101,700 

12,118,062 

17,851,036 

17, 668, 570 

13,022,891 
3,842,650 

73,284,236 
9, 500, 000 

15,539,553 


367, 109, 645 


S32, 396, 

20, 8.38, 

9, 309, 

6, 420, 

5, 524, 

2, 830, 

1,  297, 

476, 

534, 

10, 3.53, 

970, 


90,953,051 


714, 208 

424,034 
170,388 
.824, 288 
992, 967 
729, 001 
662, 395 
039, 483 


50,  .550,  764 


2,983,488 


546, 994 
S.'^O,  079 

1,869,708 
631,995 
823,736 
247, 867 
582, 681 

3, 524, 967 
744,898 

1,413,231 
377, 964 

4,906,728 
1.52, 483 

1,1.39,7.33 
447,393 
235, 214 

1,375,921 

2,261,623 

1,766,214 

1,483,633 
491,810 

9, 388, 127 
829, 575 

1,092,891 


40, 474, 983 


Quantity.  Value 


Tons. 

237, 713 

29, 986 

33, 771 

11,586 

41,506 

25, 129 

4,357 

785 

3,218 

73,935 

7,764 


469, 5.50 


818,931,334 
4,281,540 
2,745,354 
1,0.50,067 
3,(32,031 
1, 883, 659 

427, 603 
78, 837 

273, 172 
3,794,572 

078, 558 


38, 376, 733 


Yards. 

67,715,051 

2,448,000 

705, 999, 139 

35,273,900 

187,075,590 

9, 673, 775 

29, 797, 250 

18, 986, 717 


1,056,969,3.35 


Number. 

47, 303, 728 

8, 188, 000 

2, 038, 500 

2, 260, 870 

9,369,100 

4,461,780 

9,812,028 

3,663,000 

0,7.51,245 

29,  70S, 500 

4,854,600 

10, 641,  £00 

2,917,700 

73, 123, 200 

1,. 355, 500 

10,  748, 087 

9,353,900 

1,7.55,124 

15, 860, 800 

19,516,585 

20,391,036 

12, 235, 702 

2,047,380 

63,098,554 

10,601,710 

14,472,486 


396, 532, 515 


2,651,592 

123, 934 

27, 789, 661 

1,435,293 

7,415,248 
420, 465 

1, 785, 031 
888, 137 


42,509,361 


4,413,266 
714,402 
196,931 
232, 294 

1,520,943 
664,114 

1,166,012 
453,557 
729,325 

2, 646, 402 
383, 804 

1,4.80,388 
389, 968 

4,979,077 
84,028 

1,176,394 
929, 825 
180,060 

1,786,653 

2,  .323, 260 

1,967,362 

1,383,058 
276,092 

8, 307, 764 
792, 265 

1,506,362 


40,743,612 


The  feature  of  the  crop  for  1914-15  has  been  its  excellent  quality 
and  condition  for  all  marks.  The  absence  of  Avater  in  all  jute  this 
season  has  also  been  very  noticeable,  it  being  cleaner  and  drier. 
While  the  country  has  been  favored  with  the  largest  crop  known, 
it  is  unfortunate  that  hostilities  have  so  seriously  affected  shipments 
abroad.  The  local  mills,  however,  benefited  by  the  immense  sup- 
plies, the  absence  of  competition,  and  the  low^er  prices,  increased  the 
number  of  looms  from  38,120  to  38,354.  Two  mills,  the  first  to  be 
erected  in  India,  and  dating  back  to  1855  and  1858,  were  extended 
and  remodeled,  the  new  plants  employing  the  most  modern  electric 
drives. 
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Oilseeds  and  Vegetable  Oils. 

The  oilseed  export  trade  in  any  particular  j-ear  covers  the  harvest 
of  the  preceding  year  and  embraces  the  commencement  of  cro'p  move- 
ments from  the  past  year.  The  season  of  1913-14  for  linseed,  which 
covers  01-  per  cent  of  exports  of  oilseeds,  was  distinctly  favorable  in 
Bihar  and  Orissa,  but  in  the  United  and  Central  Provinces  drought 
seriously  affected  the  crops,  and  in  other  Provinces  also  the  season 
was  not  favorable.  In  the  1914-15  season,  about  to  close,  crops  are 
generally  reported  as  from  fair  to  good,  except  in  Bihar  and  Orissa 
and  tlie  United  Provinces,  where  they  have  suffered  from  deficient 
rainfall.  Exports  of  seeds  and  vegetable  oils  in  1914-15  declined 
2  per  cent  in  quantity,  but  advanced  in  value  by  a  little  over  1  per 
cent.  The  details  of  the  trade  in  oilseeds  and  vegetable  oils,  and  the 
principal  countries  to  which  exported,  are  shown  in  the  following 
table : 


Oilseeds  and  vei;ctable  oils. 

1913-14 

1914-15 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Oilseeds: 

Linseed 

Cwt. 

4, 003, 945 

3,046.400 

581,439 

219,348 

60, 870 

32, 478 

157, 163 

5.997 

63,663 

21,993 

31,217 

42, 828 

225,990 

$10, 183, 638 

7,  728, 651 

l,515,7r.3 

543, 101 

149, 888 

127,  ]  78 

374,071 

14,924 

152, 1.59 

52,558 

72, 673 

131,071 

717,647 

Civt. 

4,141,840 

3,513,048 

138,0.55 

263, 487 

94,828 

34,601 

119,0.57 

8,994 

54,619 

13,996 

40, 807 

10, 252 

84,051 

SIO.  8.59, 108 

United  Kingdom 

9, 230  453 

Germany 

391,267 

France 

702, 723 

Belgium 

196,930 

Poppy 

121,987 

300,101 

IJni ted  ICincdom 

23,684 

France 

140, 804 

Belgium 

36,012 

Gerruanv 

98, 628 

Sesame  (gingeli  or  til) 

28,550 

AH  ctlier 

336,  762 

Total  (nonessential) 

4.4&8,404 

11,533,605 

4,3.89,801 

11,646,508 

Vegetable  oils: 

Castor 

GaUons. 

891,360 

97,788 

393,377 

4,119 

15,  S.55 

911 

402,297 

81,757 

227, 428 

2  595 

12, 6.53 

649 

Gallonx. 

804,213 

128,205 

402,374 

10,011 

28,342 

1,587 

366, 285 

133.018 

Mustard  or  rape 

233,916 

Peanut  (groundnut) 

6,489 

Coconut 

21,  413 

All  other 

973 

Total 

1,403,410 

727,379 

1,374,732 

762. 094 

Grnnd  total .  .            ... 

12. 260, 984 

12, 408, C02 

Tea  Production  and  Export. 

The  tea  trade  was  remarkably  prosperous,  w^ith  a  large  production 
and  high  prices.  The  war  contributed  greatly  to  the  industry,  for 
it  is  doubtful  that  prices  could  have  been  maintained  had  it  not  been 
for  the  war.  The  record  shipments  of  the  preceding  year  were 
greatly  surpassed.  In  spite  of  the  excellent  productions  of  Cachar 
and  Sylhet,  and  in  the  later  manufacture  in  Assam,  the  crop  must 
be  described  as  distinctly  mediocre  in  quality.  In  Darjeeling  the 
earlier  crop  was  fully  up.  to  previous  years,  but  subsequent  manu- 
facture was  below  the  standard.  Calcutta's  exports  to  the  United 
Kingdom  surpassed  all  records;  in  both  quantity  and  value  the  in- 
crease was  nearly  25  per  cent.  Russia,  the  second  largest  consumer, 
was  not  in  a  position  to  buy,  and  exports  thereto  fell  off  by  over  41 
per  cent  in  quantity  and  over  40  per  cent  in  value. 
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In  the  following  table  are  shown  the  quantity  and  value  of  the 
exports  of  tea  from  Calcutta  to  the  principal  purchasing  countries  in 
] 913-14  and  191J-15 : 


Countries. 


Pounds. 


Value. 


Pounds. 


Value. 


United  Kingdom . . 

Russia 

Turkish  Empire.. 

Germany 

Canada 

United  States 

China 

Africa 

Australia 

All  other  countries 

Total 


140.857, 

33,397, 

1,681, 

685, 

6, 276, 

1,939, 

11,006, 

2,324, 

9, 699, 

1,295, 


$23. 


284,579 
402.  787 
271,875 
116,147 
021,315 
334,165 
655,907 
367, 258 
586,478 
208, 570 


176,010, 
19,632, 
349, 
1S5, 
5,604, 
2,714, 
8.30S, 
1.247, 
10,978, 
1,696, 


9&3,575 
217,404 
60,344 
35,038 
839, 308 
416,247 
274,373 
199,526 
782, 436 
263,114 


209,163,850 


34,249,081 


226,729,207 


37,071,365 


Opium  and  Lac  Exports. 

For  two  years  no  opium  has  been  sent  from  Calcutta  to  China,  but 
there  was  a  considerable  expansion  in  1914-15  in  the  quantity  of  the 
total  exports  over  the  preceding  year's  figures,  though  the  value 
fell  off  over  12  per  cent.  The  first  four  months  of  the  year  saw  a 
large  gain  in  shipments,  the  number  of  chests  increasing  from  2,854 
to  3,708.  Exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  rose  by  over  300  per  cent, 
and  Cochin  China,  Siam,  and  Japan  all  took  increased  quantities. 

In  the  following  table  are  shown  the  quantity  and  value  of  the 
exports  of  opium  from  Calcutta  to  the  chief  purchasing  countries  in 
1913-14  and  1914-15 : 


1913-14. 


Hundred- 
weight. 


Value. 


1914-15. 


Hundred- 
weight. 


Value. 


United  Kingdom.. 

Hongkong 

Straits  Settlements 

Java 

Cochin  China 

Siam 

Japan 

Ceylon 

All  other  coimtries. 

Total 


169 
1,695 
2,254 
4,789 
1,283 
1,657 
1,172 
154 
248 


848, 716 
102, 423 
297, 960 
630, 049 
798, 105 
5.83, 655 
77,215 
105, 434 


730 
1,468 
1,107 
3,887 
3, 946 
2,925 
1,319 
117 
417 


$282,905 

538, 883 

392, 239 

1,373,650 

1,418,097 

994, 387 

489,893 

61,966 

169, 227 


13, 421 


6, 533, 425 


15,914 


5,721,247 


A  considerably  larger  quantity  of  lac  was  exported  in  1914-15, 
but  owing  to  low  prices  the  total  value  declined.  As  usual,  Calcutta's 
largest  export  trade  in  this  article  was  with  the  United  States.  The 
details  of  the  trade  for  the  last  two  years  are  shown  in  the  following 
table : 


Principal  countries  of  destination. 


Hundred- 
weight. 


Value. 


1914-15 


Hundred- 
weight. 


Value. 


Button  and  shell 

United  Kingdom 

Germany.... 

France 

Netherlands 

Austria-Hungary 
United  States 

All  other 

Total 


295, 608 

91,080 

40,565 

12,202 

2,858 

6,687 

130,610 

33,284 


,907  093 
,  &39, 860 

802,322 

243,000 
55,802 

129,448 
,604,225 

304,642 


333. 070 

89,383 

23,128 

12,741 

3,455 

4,074 

179, 507 

30, 743 


S4, 973, 425 

1,314,927 

375,  .369 

195,308 

57,100 

68, 455 

2,647,375 

193,361 


328, 892 


6,211,735 


363, 813 


6,171,; 
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Declared  Exports  to  the  TJnited  States  and  Possessions. 

The  value  of  the  decLnred  exports  from  the  Calcutta  consular 
district  to  the  United  States  during  the  calendar  vear  ended  Decem- 
ber 31,  1914,  Avas  $55,309,058,  a  decrease  of  $7,490,452  as  compared 
with  the  preceding  year,  which  may  be  attributed  to  the  outbreak 
in  August  of  the  war  in  Europe.  Although  the  value  of  the  exports 
in  1913  was  the  largest  on  record,  1914  would  have  undoubtedly 
shown  a  very  marked  advance.  For  the  first  six  months  of  1914 
exports  reached  a  value  of  nearly  $35,000,000,  with  every  prospect 
that  this  average  would  be  maintained,  if  not  increased,  during  the 
remaining  period  of  the  year ;  but  in  the  September  quarter  there  was 
a  falling  off  of  nearly  $8,000,000.  The  demand  for  jute  and  gunny 
cloth  was  still  unusually  large,  but  shippers  Avere  handicapped  by 
lack  of  trans])ortation  facilities,  many  of  the  vessels  engaged  in  the 
over-seas  trade  being  either  captured,  interned  in  neutral  ports,  or 
requisitioned  by  the  Government. 

The  declared  value  of  the  principal  articles  invoiced  at  Calcutta 
for  shipment  to  the  United  States  and  its  insular  possessions  in  1913 
and  1914  is  shoAvn  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


TO  VNITED  STATES. 


Bone  meal 

Cotton 

Prups 

Oiinny  bags 

(iiinny  cloth 

Hides 

.lute  and  jute  butts. 

Manganese  ore 

Mica 

Saltpeter 

Shellac 

Pkins 

Tea 

Wood 

AVool 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


§236. 
96, 
3r>4, 
3,871, 
35, 18:3, 
3,323, 
10,  HO, 


28.0, 

217, 

2,994, 

5, 132, 

334, 

S8, 

57, 

■187, 


62, 799, 510 


S24n, 

282, 

292, 

3,9.5S, 

32,  .500, 

3,701, 

I),  670, 

70, 

277, 

72, 

2,881, 

3,599, 

469, 


128, 
161, 


55,309,058 


Articles. 


TO  PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS. 


Gunny  bags 

Gunny  c!oth 

AH  other  articles. 


Total. 


Gunny  t)a?s. 
Gunny  cloth. 


Total 

TO  PORTO  RICO. 

Gunny  bags 


1914 


S68,384 
"23,' 363 


91,747 


186,997 


21,680 


J94,3.S3 
139,332 
20,496 


254, 211 


.801,591 
127,792 


929,383 


136, 250 


American  goods  returned  to  the  United  States  in  1914  Avere  valued 
at  $1,443.    No  goods  Avere  returned  in  the  preceding  year. 

Shipping  Returns. 

The  steam  and  sailing  vessels  entering  the  port  of  Calcutta  during 
the  fiscal  year  1914—15  numbered  494  of  1,457,137  tons,  compared 
Avith  660  vessels  of  1,948,234  tons,  as  folloAA's: 


A'essels. 

1913-14 

1914-15 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

Steamers : 

AA'ith  cargo 

414 
242 

3 

1 

1,, 328, 666 
618, 959 

435 
174 

302 

1S8 

4 

957,344 

In  ballast 

499,243 

Siuling  vessels : 

AVith  cargo 

550 

Total .                

660 

1,948,234 

494 

1,457,137 
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MADRAS. 

By  Consal  Jose  de  01i^'arez. 

Tlie  aggregate  foreign  and  coasting  sea-borne  trade  of  the  Madras 
Presidency  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  amounted  to 
$157,927,6*06,  as  against  $188,688,210  for  the  preceding  year— a  de- 
crease of  $30,760,544,  in  contrast  with  an  increase  of  $10,253,709  in 
1913-14. 

Foreign  Trade  by  Countries. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  the  Madras  Presidency  for  1914-15 
amounted  to  $114,350,695,  of  which  $42,417,892  represented  imports 
and  a  decrease  of  $12,663,410,  and  $71,932,803  exports  with  a  falling 
off  of  ^14,678,662,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

Important  changes  in  the  trend  of  the  Presidency's  foreign  trade 
resulted  as  a  consequence  of  the  war.  The  distribution  of  the  trade 
in  merchandise,  excluding  Government  stores,  by  countries  for  the 
two  fiscal  years  1913-14  and  1914-15  is  shown  in  the  following 
table : 


Countries. 


Imports. 


1913-14  1914-15 


Exports. 


1913-14  1914-15 


African  coimtries . . 
Asiatic  countries . . 
Austria-Hungary. , 

Bekium 

Britisti  Empire 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Netherlands 

Portugal 

Russia 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

United  States 

AU  other  countries 

Total 


$31, 
2, 13.i, 

887, 

2, 090, 

41,061, 

1,562. 

2, 995, 

225, 
5, 
2, 

6, 

359, 

87, 

1, 483, 

51, 


32 


$10, 706 
371, 608 
400, 351 
583, 6.56 
745, 056 
9o3, 185 
454, 759 

52, 558 

93,  761 

1,298 

324 

6,164 

309, 509 

26, 604 
538, 198 

81, 108 


?358, 499 

6, 146,  714 

1,415,827 

3,761,156 

44,966,460 

13, 908, 781 

7, 786, 400 

1, 386, 304 

801,3.^0 

128,  475 

510,009 

146,319 

73,322 


2, 382, 963 
36, 985 


$119,067 

3, 841, 291 

1, 218, 896 

1,897,611 

45, 841, 457 

9, 198, 982 

3, 202, 806 

1, 127,  730 

594, 686 

62, 940 

495, 410 

114,525 

118,094 

31,146 

2,231,2.37 

31,146 


53,059,867  40,628,821 


83, 389, 526 


3, 624, 875 


With  the  exception  of  the  figures  representing  trade  with  the 
United  States,  which  according  to  official  returns  are  exact,  the 
amounts  given  in  the  foregoing  table  are  the  equivalents  of  round 
numbers  expressed  by  the  customs  authorities  in  lakhs  of  rupees. 

Trade  with  the  British  Empire  and  France  and  Germany. 

By  a  comparison  of  the  figures  presented  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
British  Empire  continued  to  command  by  far  the  largest  share  of 
the  Presidency's  over-seas  trade,  its  combined  imports  and  exports 
amounting  to  $78,586,513.  Although  this  represents  a  decrease  of 
$7,441,203,  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  the  ratio  of  the 
British  Empire's  trade  with  the  Presidency  rose  from  63  per  cent  of 
the  whole  in  1913-14  to  71  per  cent  in  the  year  under  review.  The 
heaviest  imports  from  the  British  Empire  consisted  of  cotton  manu- 
factures, metals,  railway  equipment,  machinery,  hardware,  and  motor 
vehicles,  while  the  principal  exports  thereto  were  leather,  oil  seeds, 
food  and  drug  ]3roducts,  and  rubber. 
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Second  in  importance  among  the  over-seas  countries  to  which  the 
Presidency's  trade  extended  was  France,  whose  total  share  amounted 
to  $10,152,167,  constituting"  a  decrease  of  $5,319,085  in  comparison 
with  the  preceding  year,  the  proportion  to  the  whole  declining  from 
11.28  to  9.11  per  cent.  The  articles  figuring  most  heavily  in  the 
Presidenc3''s  trade  with  France  were  imports  of  apparel,  articles  by 
pest,  liquors,  textiles,  and  metals;  and  exports  of  oil  seeds,  essential 
oils,  agricultural  produce,  and  raw"  skins. 

While  ranking  third  in  point  of  v-alue,  trade  with  Germany,  which 
amounted  to  $-1,657,505,  was  wholly  confined  to  phipments  prior  to 
the  declaration  of  Avar  and  represented  a  decrease  of  $6,124,000  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  year.  During  the  four  months  preceding 
the  war  the  percentage  of  Germany's  trade  with  the  Presidency  was 
4.26,  as  compared  with  8.03  in  1913-14.  During  the  brief  period  in 
which  Germany  figured  in  the  Presidency's  trade  the  principal  com- 
modities imported  therefrom  included  iron,  steel,  copper,  railway 
equipment,  mineral  fertilizers,  dyeing  substances,  hardware,  paper, 
and  articles  by  post;  while  the  leading  exports  were  raw  cotton,  jute, 
coffee,  fibers,  skins,  leather,  oil  seeds,  vegetable  oils,  and  spices. 

Trade  with  United  States,  Belgium,  and  Austria-Hungary. 

Although  the  returns  for  1914-15  indicate  commerce  with  the 
United  States  as  fourth  in  importance  among  the  countries  trading 
with  the  Presidency,  since  the  outbreak  of  the  w^ar  it  has  actually 
stood  third,  as  from  that  time  all  trade  with  Germany  has  ceased. 
The  total  trade  with  the  United  States  during  the  period  under  report 
was  $3,709,435,  being  only  $97,480  less  than  in  1913-14.  Of  all  the 
countries,  excluding  the  British  Empire,  having  important  trade 
relations  with  the  Madras  Presidenc}',  the  United  States  is  the  only 
one  whose  proportion  of  the  entire  trade  advanced,  its  percentage 
having  increased  from  2.82  in  1913-14  to  3.40  in  1914-15. 

Following  the  United  States  in  the  order  of  trade  importance  with 
the  Madras  Presidency  during  the  year  under  report  is  Belgium, 
with  a  total  of  $2,481,2(37  and  a  decrease  of  $3,370,537,  compared  with 
1913-14,  due  to  its  commerce  having  been  destroyed  as  a  result  of  the 
war.  Chief  among  the  imports  from  Belgium  prior  to  the  war  were 
railway  equipment,  iron  and  steel,  zinc  and  spelter,  lubricating  oils, 
mineral  fertilizers,  paper,  and  wines;  while  the  principal  exports 
thereto  were  raw  cotton,  oil  seeds,  coffee,  coir  manufactures,  fibers, 
skins,  and  manganese  ore. 

Another  country  of  former  importance  in  the  Presidency's  trade, 
with  which  commercial  relations  entirely  ceased  with  the  advent  of 
the  war,  is  Austria-Hungary.  During  the  four  months  preceding  the 
commencement  of  hostilities  the  trade  with  that  country  amounted  to 
$1,619,247. 

Commerce  with  Italy  and  Japan. 

Italy's  trade  during  the  year  aggi'egated  $1,180,288,  or  1.07  per  cent 
of  the  Presidency's  foreign  commerce,  and  represented  a  falling  off 
of  $280,311  since  the  preceding  year.  The  principal  imports  there- 
from were  sulphur,  glassware,  electrical  appliances,  and  wines;  while 
the  leading  exports  thereto  w^ere  raw  cotton,  pepper,  oilseeds,  coir 
manufactures,  raw  jute,  and  silk  waste. 
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Of  chief  importance  in  connection  with  the  Presidency's  commerce 
Avith  Asiatic  countries  during  1014—15  was  Japan,  whose  share  of  the 
trade  amounted  to  $3,350,098,  being  3.03  per  cent  of  the  whole  and 
involving  a  decrease  of  $1,630,602  since  1913-14.  Imports  from 
Japan  in  1914—15,  amounting  to  $529,475,  represented  an  increase  of 
$85,326  compared  with  the  preceding  year.  The  principal  articles 
imported  therefrom  were  camphor,  matches,  uncut  handkerchiefs 
and  shawls,  textiles,  haberdashery,  clocks,  and  articles  by  post;  while 
the  leading  exports  to  that  country  were  raw  cotton,  skins,  and  fibers. 

Imports  by  Articles- 

The  value  of  the  principal  articles  imported  from  all  countries 
(excluding  Indian  ports)  in  1913-14  and  1914-15  is  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing table: 


Articles. 


Cotton,  manufactures  of. . 

Metals  and  ores 

Railway  plant  and  roll- 
ing stock 

Cotton  twist  and  yam 

Oils 

Sugar 

Machinery  and  millwork. . 

Spices 

Hardware 

Apparel,  n.  e.  s 

Provisions  and  oilman's 
stores 

Paper  and  pasteboard 

Liquors  (including  methy- 
lated    and     perfumed 
spirits) 

Automobiles  and  motor 
cycles 

Miscellaneous  articles  im- 
ported by  post 

Building  and  engineering 
materials 

Soap 

Matches 

Chemicals  and  chemical 
preparations 

Arms  and  ammunition . . . 

Jute,  and  manufactures  of. 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Instruments,    apparatus, 
etc 

Live  slock 

Glass  and  glassware 

M'ood  and  timber 

Dyeing  and  tanning  sub- 
stances   

Stationery        (excluding 
paper) 

Bicycles 

Haberdashery  and  milli- 
nery  


1913-14 


$15, 202, 588 
6, 270, 226 

3,901,876 
3,974,OT1 
1,404,753 
2,053,847 
2,335,757 
l,7r,0,6S6 
1,364,156 
1,321,515 

898,042 
788,314 


702, 140 

759,119 

836,006 

304,507 
357, 213 
361,947 

346,554 
328, 686 
368, 897 
366,927 

555,361 
146,666 
669, 223 
201,110 

498, 605 

318, 252 
193,802 

352,987 


$10,376,894 
3,796,153 

3,265,523 
3, 220,^)03 
2,422,801 
1,825,229 
1,601,094 
1,472,802 
055, 799 
912,742 

760, 213 
681,899 


£69, 303 
530,009 


423,959 

421,655 
407, 895 

385,356 
368, 793 
364,091 
344, 801 

334,307 
271,047 
250, 729 
241,464 

237, 061 

220,610 

ISO, 742 

182,013 


Articles. 


Rubber,  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Paints  and  pamter's  ma- 
terials  

Silk,  and  manufactures  of. 

To^acco,  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Wool,  and  manufactures 
of 

Books  and  printed  matter. 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

Tea  chests  (entire  or  in 
sections) 

Leather 

Pelting  for  machinery 

Hides  and  skins,  raw 

Earthenware  and  porce- 
lain  

Printing  and  lithograph- 
ing materials 

Toys  and  requisites  for 
games 

Candles 

G  urns  and  resins 

Boots  and  shoes 

Furniture  and  cabinet- 
ware 

Manures 

Jewelry  and  silver  plate . . 

Coal,  coke,  and  patent  fuel 

Cotton,  raw 

All  other  articles 

Total 

Treasure: 

Gold 

Silver 

Government  stores 

Grand  total 


1913-14 


$115,161 


1914-15 


$178,200 


226, 830 

176,369 

211,212 

167, 163 

170,217 

148, 736 

279,117 

145,381 

141,286 

143,974 

109,596 

122,733 

110,356 

121,017 

139,979 

101,510 

108,950 

97,514 

165,036 

96,572 

118,679 

93,868 

98,779 

90,215 

121,369 

87,903 

92,2)6 

86,095 

92,890 

67,215 

88,860 

64,339 

99,566 

50,962 

211,543 

49,262 

101,161 

45,695 

179,555 

28, 841 

70, 732 

21,681 

1,013,994 

825, 169 

53,059,867 

40,628,821 

126,783 

30,929 

464,320 

581,579 

1,430,332 

1,176,563 

55,081,302 

42,417,892 

The  decline  in  imports  affected  practically  all  of  the  leading  com- 
modities, the  heaviest  falling  off  being  in  cotton  manufactures,  fol- 
lowed in  the  order  of  their  decrease  by  metals  and  ores,  cotton  twist 
and  3'arn,  machinery  and  millwork,  railway  plant  and  rolling  stock, 
glass  and  glassware,  apparel,  hardware,  articles  imported  by  post, 
spices,  dyeing  and  tanning  substances,  motor  vehicles,  etc.  Increases 
were  rare  and,  excepting  in  the  case  of  oils,  of  minor  importance. 


BRITISH  INDIA MADRAS. 


17 


Exports  by  Articles. 

The  followino;  table  o:ives  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  ex- 
ported from  the  Madras  Presidency  to  all  foreio-n  countries  in 
1914-15,  including  a  comparison  of  the  corresponding  trade  in 
1913-11 : 


Leather 

Seeds 

Grain  and  pulse 

Cotton,  raw 

Col!ee 

Tea 

Cotton,  manuractures  of. . 

Ilubber,  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Spices 

Coir,  and  manufactures  of. 

Oils 

Oilcakes 

Miscellaneous  articles  ex- 
ported by  post 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

Dyeing  and  tanning  sub- 
stances   

Fi^h  (excluding  canned 
fch) 

H  ides  and  skins,  raw 

Live  stock 

Cotton  twist  and  yarn 

Fiber  for  brushes  and 
brooms 

Jute, and  manufactures  of 

Tobacco,  and  manufac- 
tures of 


1913-14 


$11,264,514 
17,2S8,918 
7,978,169 
10, 023, 755 
4,944,605 
4,742,031 
3,471,314 

2,046,294 
2, 050, OlS 
2,911,058 
1,411,211 
1,789,075 

1,244,309 
1,034,633 

412,925 

792,347 

879, 227 

999, 915 

1,007,067 

433, 593 
2, 523, 137 


1914-15 


$12,016,161 
10,697,448 
9, 336, 784 
7,  3.55, 918 
5,124,663 
4,708,881 
2, 765, 960 

2, 369, 201 
1,974,703 
1,841,782 
1,594,445 
1,308,903 

1,071,670 
973, 574 

620, 089 

617, 567 
567,313 
553, 501 
538, 044 

502, 752 
463,552 


Articles. 


Manures 

W  ood  and  timber 

Ilenip,  and  mauuiaclurcs 

Provisions  and  oilman's 
stores 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Su:;ar 

Mica 

Building  and  engineering 
materials 

W  ool.and  mauufactures  o 

Fodder,  bran,  and  poUard 

Silk,  snd  manufactures  of 

Horn  and  hornmeal 

Metals  and  ores 

AH  other  articles 


Total. 


Treasure: 

Gold 

Silver 

Government  stores . 

Grand  total... 


$181,425 
7.07,391 

306, 266 

283, 340 
240, 619 
288, 664 
274, 478 

103, 809 
122, 2  !6 

76,370 
lO:),  242 
112, 840 

92, 425 
5,50, 434 


83,389,526 


488,720 

2, 672, 794 

60,425 


86,011,465 


1914-15 


8268, 783 
230,  435 

232, 284 

208, 383 
204,391 
187, 047 
153, 109 

121,282 
87,706 
55,254 
4.8,057 
46, 389 
35, 701 

369, 803 


, 624, 875 


766,608 

1,425,509 

115,811 


^Vliile  exports  in  general  suffered  a  decline  of  $14,078,002,  as  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  year,  not  more  than  two-tliirds  of  the  more 
important  commodities  were  adversely  affected.  Leather,  the  chief 
article  of  export,  showed  a  gain  of  $751,047  over  1913-14;  while 
grain  and  pulse,  ranking  third  in  importance,  experienced  an  increase 
of  $1,358,015.  Other  leading  exports  that  recorded  gains  were  coffee, 
raw  and  manufactured  rubber,  vegetable  oils,  and  dyeing  and  tanning 
substances. 

Articles  of  consequence  showing  decreases  were  seeds,  the  second^in 
importance  among  exports,  which  fell  off  in  value  by  $0,591,470; 
raw  cotton,  fourth  in  order  of  importance,  which  registered  a  decline 
of  $2,007,837;  and  tea,  cotton  manufactures,  spices,  raw  and  manu- 
factured coir,  oil  cakes,  fruits  and  vegetables,  living  animals,  cotton 
twist  and  yarn,  raw  and  manufactured  jute,  etc.,  in  their  order  of 
importance. 

Imports  from  the  United  States. 

Imports  into  the  Madras  Presidency  direct  from  the  United  States 
in  1914-15  amounted  to  $1,538,198,  an  increase  of  $54,240  over  the 
preceding  vear.  This  gain,  while  comi  iratively  small,  is  remarkable 
in  view  of'the  existing  war  conditions,  Vvhich  brought  about  more  or 
less  heavy  decreases  in  the  Presidency's  import  trade  Avith  all  other 
non-British  countries,  excepting  Japan  and  portions  of  the  East 
Indies. 

The  value  of  the  principal  direct  imports  into  the  Presidency  from 
the  United  States  in  1914-15,  together  with  comparisons  with  corre- 
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sponding  figures  for  the  preceding  year,  are  set  forth  in  the  follow- 
ing table : 


Articles 


Kero?ene 

Motor  vehio'.e? 

If otor  acres-Oiues 

Lubricating  and  oMier  oils — 

Hardware  and  cu  tlery 

Machinery 

Scientitie  instruments 

Aluminum  sheets,  circles,  and 

ingots 

Provisions  and  spirits 

riaying  cards 

Iron  and  steel,  manufactures 

of ■- 

Drugs  and  medicines 

CloaVs  and  watches 

Cabinet  ware  and  furniture 

Rosin 

Printing  materials 

Paints  and  colors 

Arms  and  ammimition 

Apparel  aud  millinery 

Soap 

Books 


1913-1! 

1914-15 

SS  Vi,  8^6 

§985,830 

126/'66 

75, 43:) 

8,915 

5,649 

88,813 

98,523 

52,  Gil 

59,301 

45,105 

63,2>J 

44,2J6 

3,181 

42,418 

32,448 

31,20! 

34,4C6 

30,392 

27,2J1 

18,652 

16,775 

15,8^.0 

13,671 

15,  I'll 

9, 355 

10,193 

8,u70 

8,973 

1,75) 

8, 197 

5,439 

8,472 

:!,9v')6 

5,411 

2,721 

5,213 

2,613 

4,274 

2,  o64 

2,2J4 

2,414 

Articles. 


Building  and  engineering  ma- 
terials: 

Asphalt 

'■  ther 

Chemicals: 

Caustic  soda 

<  ther 

Hops 

Instruments,  apparatus,  and 
appliances,  and  parts  there- 
of: 

Electrical 

'  ther 

Metals: 

Copper 

Zinc 

Paper  and  pasteboard 

Stationery  (exicluding  paper). 

Toilet  requisite? 

"Wood,  manufa?tur03  of 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


2,661 


1,483,958 


1914-15 


$2,4.58 
3,958 

2,925 
6,344 
7,076 


5,441 
712 

2,717 
8,572 
3,299 
3,7:34 
3,814 
12, 799 
19,863 


1,538,198 


Effect  of  the  V7ar  on  Trade  with  the  United  States. 

While  articles  of  import  through  various  causes  are  subject  to 
fluctuation  even  in  times  of  peace,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  war  was 
responsible  for  the  decreases  shown  in  a  preponderance  of  cases  in 
191-1—15.  The  condition  that  militated  most  seriously  against  Ameri- 
can imports  was  the  detrimental  effect  upon  shipping,  which  was 
practically  paralyzed  for  several  months  after  the  commencement  of 
hostilities.  Hovvcver,  during  the  last  live  months  of  the  official  year 
a  partial  restoration  of  sliipping  facilities  was  accomplished,  which 
materially  improved  the  situation. 

Excessive  ocean  freight  rates  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Madras  Presidency,  which  at  the  end  of  May,  1915,  were  double  what 
they  had  been  prior  to  the  war,  hinder  the  importation  of  many  lines 
Avhich  would  otherwise  find  a  larger  demand  in  this  section. 

Even  under  existing  conditions  such  American  commodities  as 
mineral  oils,  motor  vehicles  and  accessories,  metals,  ironmongery, 
machinery,  hardware,  cotton,  textiles,  shoes,  and  haberdashery  are  in 
large  demand. 

The  export  trade  of  the  Presidency  with  the  United  States  suffered 
in  greater  measiu-e  than  that  in  imports  in  consequence  of  the  war 
for  the  reason  that  in  addition  to  being  handicapped  by  the  lack  of 
adequate  shipping  facilities  many  industries  from  which  exports  are 
derived  Avere  seriously  impaired,  while  the  exportation  of  certain 
commodities  was  either  prohibited  or  restricted  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. However,  the  demand  for  South  Indian  products  in  the 
United  States  is  increasing,  and,  with  the  amelioration  of  the  fore- 
going conditions  and  the  development  of  larger  American  markets  to 
replace  tho.se  which  have  disappeared  as  a  result  of  the  war,  the 
future  of  the  export  trade  between  the  two  countries  would  appear 
to  be  most  promising. 

Customs  statistics  of  Exports  to  the  "United  States. 

According  to  customs  returns  from  all  ports  of  the  ISIadras  Presi- 
dency the  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  during  the  official 
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year   1914-15    ^vas   $2,231,237,   against   $2,382,963   in    1913-1-i,    and 
$2,673,048  in  1912-13. 

The  folloY^'in2:  statement,  compiled  from  these  customs  statistics, 
shows  the  vahie  of  the  principal  articles  exported  to  the  United 
States  from  the  Madras  Presidency  in  1913-14  and  1914-15 : 


Articles. 

1913-14 

1914-15 

Articles. 

1913-14 

1914-15 

Hides,  skins,  and  fleshings 

81,214,725 
2'J1,344 
217,  6.52 
132, 260 
113,582 
100,0.52 
60, 2S6 
40, 622 
32,507 
16,917 
16, 142 
9,565 

81,020,437 
131,326 
478,344 
184,377 
117,237 
60,398 
5,101 
26, 126 
30,  .387 
26,444 
37,024 
30,265 

Teak  and  rosewood  timber 

Turmeric 

E  iigs  and  carpets 

88, 909 

0, 281 

6,019 

520 

5,280 
51,285 

S5,OS4 
4  347 

1  496 

Tea 

195 

Fruits    and    vegetables; 
dried,    salted,    or   pre- 

Jut.i>     

19,729 

Manures 

51,. 878 

Chillies 

2,920 

8,032 

50,019 

Total 

2,382,963 

2,231,237 

Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  declared  valne  of  exports  from  the  consular  district  of  Madras 
to  the  United  States  for  the  calendar  year  ended  December  31,  1914, 
amounted  to  $1,756,834,  an  increase  of  $57,707  over  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding 3^ear.  This  result  is  remarkable  because  of  the  fact  that, 
owing  to  the  outbreak  of  war  in  August  and  the  resultant  decrease  ia 
shipping  facilities,  the  value  of  the  declared  exports  for  the  second 
half  of  the  year  amounted  to  only  $655,994,  as  compared  with 
$1,101,040  for  the  first  six  months,  during  which  period  exports  to 
the  United  States  increased  beyond  all  previous  records  in  the 
history  of  the  consulate. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  articles 
invoiced  at  the  Madras  consulate  for  shipment  to  the  United  States 
in  1913  and  1914: 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

$112,740 

3,299 

9,239 

21,507 

67,725 

20,757 

5,943 

7,640 

129,097 

6,596 

S177,700 
13,798 

3,349 
20,878 
77, 224 
55,152 
15, 795 

1,179 

Sandalwood     

$32, 755 

228,384 

4,002 

1,031.300 

$75,170 

Skins,  goat  and  sheep: 

riry  salted    

100,2.53 

Fiber,  palmjTa  

Wet  salted           

220,426 

885.368 

Hides,  tanned     

Turmeric        

5, 325 

All  other  articles 1      18.043 

23,093 

Total 

1.699.027  !  1.7.56.834 

21,520 

No  exports  were  declared  for  Porto  Kico,  Hawaii,  or  the  Philip- 
pine Islands. 
Readjustment  of  Shipping. 

The  number  and  tonnage  of  steamers  and  sailing  vessels,  respec- 
tively, which  entered  from  and  declared  for  all  countries  at  ports  of 
the  Madras  Presidenc}'^  during  1914-15,  and  a  comparison  Avith  the 
preceding  year,  are  set  forth  in  the  following  table : 


Year  ended  Mar.  31— 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Vessels.       Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

1914... 

ENTERED. 

904 
1,043 

935 
1,047 

2,045,303 
1,412,064 

2,211,862 
1,446,780 

688 
758 

760 

780 

51,6.33 
54, 448 

58,2.56 
56,906 

1,592 
1,801 

1,695 
1,837 

2, 096, 936 
1  466  512 

1915 .                       -   - 

1914... 

CLEARED. 

2  270  118 

1915 

1  503  686 
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It  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  table  that  under  "  Entered  "  the 
total  nmnber  of  vessels  increased  by  209,  while  the  total  tonnage  de- 
creased by  G30.424,  and  that  under  "  Cleared  "  the  number  increased 
by  132  with  a  falling  off  in  tonnage  of  7()G,432.  As  indicated  by  these 
returns,  vessels  of  large  tonnage  which  figured  in  the  maritime  trade 
of  the  Presidency  in  normal  times  were,  with  the  advent  of  the  war, 
succeeded  by  an  increased  number  of  smaller  craft,  both  steam  and 
sailing. 

Under  "  Entrances,"  vessels  flying  the  British  flag  nmnbered  1,080, 
involving  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of  2^)3  in  number  and  a 
decrease  of  359,761  in  tonnage.  Likewise,  British  Indian  vessels, 
totaling  239,  increased  in  number  by  70  and  declined  in  tonnage  by 
6,098.  German  vessels  decreased  in  number  by  76  and  in  tonnage 
by  246,671  and  Austro-Hungarian  vessels  by  19,  Avith  a  loss  in 
tonnage  of  47,717,  On  the  other  hand,  Dutch  vessels  increased  in 
number  by  6  and  in  tonnage  by  11,715,  and  minor  increases  in  num- 
ber and  tonnage  were  shown  by  Italian,  Norwegian,  Swedish,  and 
Japanese  vessels. 

Under"  Clearances," British  vessels  advanced  in  number  by 237, but 
declined  in  tonnage  by  571,503,  and  l>ritirh  Indian  vessels  increased 
by  44  and  also  in  tonnage  by  5,800.  There  was  a  deci^ase  of  45 
German  vessels,  with  a  corresponding  decline  of  182,480  in  tonnage 
and  of  17  Au.stro-Hungarian  vei-sels,  with  a  falling  off  in  tonnage 
of  49,594.  There  were  also  slight  decreases  in  both  nimibers  and 
tonnage  of  Italian,  Greek,  Russian,  and  Swedish  vessels.  Those 
showing  increases  were  Dutch  vessels  whose  numbers  advanced  by 
2  and  tonnage  by  4,678;  Japanese  showing  an  increase  of  2  vessels 
and  an  enhanced  tonnage  of  6,982 ;  and  Norwegian,  with  an  addition 
of  1  vessel  of  3,924  tonnage. 

No  vessel  of  American  registry  entered  any  port  of  the  Presidency 
during  the  year  under  review,  and  only  8  foreign  vessels  cleared  for 
the  ITnited  States,  as  against  11  in  1913-14.  The  decrease  in  direct 
sailings  for  the  United  States  was  a  natural  result  of  the  war,  due 
si^ecifically  to  the  stoppage  of  German  vessels  previously  pl3dng  in 
that  trade. 
The  Railways  of  Southern  India — Madras  Electric  Tramway. 

The  effects  of  the  war  were  seriously  felt  by  the  railway's  through- 
out southern  India  in  191"!— 15.  These  comprise  the  three  great  sys- 
tems— the  Madras  and  vSouthern  Mahratta,  the  South  Indian,  and  the 
Nizam's  Guaranteed  State  Railways.  The  aggregate  gross  earnings 
of  these  systems  for  the  official  year  1914-15  amounted  to  $26,901,093, 
or  $379,562  less  than  in  1913-14.  However,  this  decrease  was  con- 
comitant Avith  the  general  results  of  the  Avar  upon  Indian  raihvays, 
the  total  approximate  gross  earnings  of  which  in  1914—15  Avere 
$9,311,237  below  those  of  the  preceding  year. 

On  March  31,  1915,  the  total  trackage  of  the  three  railway  systems 
referred  to  Avas  5,684  miles,  Avhich  represented  an  extension  of  only 
10  miles  during  the  year.  On  the  same  date  the  total  number  of 
persons  in  the  employ  of  the  raihvays  was  78,300,  or  3,830  less  than 
at  the  close  of  the  preceding  year. 

Important  improvements  in  connection  Avith  the  raihvays  of  soutli- 
rrn  India  during  the  year  included  the  changes  in  the  yards  of  the 
Madras  &  Southern  Mahratta  system  at  the  central  station  and  in 
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the  suburbs  of  Madras  and  the  through  booking  of  freight  traffic  on 
the  recently  completed  South  Indian  Railway  connection  with 
Ceylon. 

Proposed  construction  work  on  railway  extensions  for  the  year 
1915-16  includes  87  miles  of  trackage  by  the  South  Indian  Railway 
and  37  miL?s  by  the  Madras  &  Southern  Mahratta. 

The  only  equipment  of  American  manufacture  at  present  employed 
by  the  railways  of  southern  India  are  Columbia  flares,  creosoted 
Douglas  fir  sleepers  (by  the  Madras  &  Southern  Mahratta),  and 
Haye's  derails  (by  the  Nizam's  Guaranteed  State  Railways). 
American  typewriters  are  employed  by  all  of  the  railway  companies 
in  this  consular  district. 

The  only  street  railway  system  in  southern  India  is  the  Madras 
Electric  Tramway  (Ltd.),  which  operates  about  22  miles  of  meter- 
gauge  track  within  the  city  of  Madras.  Notwithstanding  the  busi- 
ness depression  caused  by  the  war,  this  system  was  worked  at  a  net 
profit  of  $45,258  during  the  year  ended  March  31,  1915.  The  num- 
ber of  employees  on  the  company's  pay  roll  at  the  end  of  the  year 
w'as  1,108.  A  large  part  of  its  equipment,  such  as  controllers,  motors, 
and  trucks,  are  of  American  manufacture.  [Much  detailed  informa- 
tion about  the  railway  and  tramway  systems  of  southern  India  is 
contained  in  the  recently  published  Handbook  of  India.] 

Acreage  and  Estimated  Yield  of  Principal  Crops. 

Inasmuch  as  the  agricultural  year  in  the  consular  district  of 
Madras  ends  with  the  month  of  June,  complete  information  relative 
to  crop  areas  and  outputs  for  1911—15  will  not  be  available  until  late 
in  1915. 

The  total  crop  area  of  the  Madras  Presidency  in  1913-14  w^as 
38,344,000  acres,  but  the  indications  are  that  the  area  for  the  present 
year  will  be  somewhat  less,  due  to  scarcity  of  rain  in  certain  districts 
and  the  lateness  of  the  monsoon,  or  wet  season,  attended  with  floods 
in  the  northeastern  portion  of  the  Presidency. 

The  total  area  under  rice,  the  principal  crop,  as  officially  estimated 
by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  of  the  Madras  Presidency,  for  the 
year  1911^15  is  10,560,000  acres,  or  1  per  cent  less  than  the  actual  area 
in  the  preceding  year.  On  the  whole,  the  season  has  been  favorable 
for  rice,  and  the  outturn  is  officially  estimated  at  10,948,000,000 
pounds  of  the  cleaned  product,  which  will  exceed  that  of  any  recent 
year. 

The  area  sown  to  cotton  is  13  per  cent  less  than  that  of  1913-14,  the 
actual  acreage  for  the  year  under  report  being  placed  at  2,355,500  and 
the  estimated  yield  320,365  bales.  Further  estimates  have  placed  the 
cotton  yield  of  Hyderabad  at  400,000,  of  Mysore  at  10,242,  and  of 
Banganapalle  and  Pudukotta  at  3,277  bales,  which,  together  with 
the  yield  of  the  Madras  Presidency,  will  bring  the  total  estimated 
outturn  for  southern  India  in  1914-15  to  733,884  bales  of  400  pounds 
each. 

The  official  estimate  for  the  area  under  groundnuts  (peanuts)  is 
1,485,150  acres,  about  7.5  per  cent  less  than  in  1913-14,  with  a  yield  of 
580,471  tons  of  nuts  in  the  shell.  Sesame  (gingeli)  has  been  sov/n  to 
an  estimated  area  of  804,900  acres,  representing  a  decrease  of  4,400 
acres,  compared  with  the  preceding  year;  it  is  calculated  that  the 
product  will  amount  to  82,812  tons. 
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An  area  of  804,900  acres  has  been  planted  to  castor  seed,  which  is 
412  acres  less  than  in  the  preceding  year.  The  yield  of  castors 
promises  to  be  good,  but  no  estimate  thereof  has  been  made.  There 
are  76,300  acres  of  sugar  cane  under  cultivation  this  year,  as  against 
7,700  acres  in  1913-14,  and  the  yield  in  "jaggery"  is  placed  at 
157,900  tons. 

Indigo,  the  cultivation  of  which  had  been  steadih^  declining  for 
some  years  past,  now  occupies  practically  the  same  area  as  in  1913-14, 
its  estimated  acreage  being  54,500,  from  which  an  output  of  681 
tons  of  dye  is  predicted.  Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  dyestuffs  occa- 
sioned by  the  war,  increased  interest  is  being  shown  in  the  local  pro- 
duction of  indigo. 

Live-Stcck  Industry. 

The  live-stock  industry  throughout  southern  India  is  experiencing 
great  depression,  the  demand  for  hides  and  skins  being  comparatively 
small  on  account  of  the  lack  of  adequate  shipping  facilities,  the 
closing  down  of  many  tanneries,  and  the  restrictions  placed  upon  the 
exportation  of  hides  and  leather  suitable  for  military  uses.  The 
decreases  in  the  exportation  of  hides  and  skins  indicate  only  part  of 
the  losses  sustained  by  the  live-stock  interests,  as  the  figures  referring 
thereto  cover  four  prosperous  months  prior  to  the  commencement  of 
hostilities  in  addition  to  the  subsequent  eight  months  of  industrial  ad- 
versity during  the  year  ended  March  31,  1915.  Hence  it  will  be 
readily  understood  how  much  greater  the  decrease  will  appear  when 
reckoned  for  a  corresf)onding  period  dating  from  the  beginning  of 
the  Avar. 

As  long  as  hostilities  continue  practically  no  improvement  in  the 
live-stock  situation  in  southern  India  may  be  expected,  but  with  the 
return  of  peace  the  demand  for  hide  and  skin  products  from  this 
district  will  probably  be  larger  than  ever  before,  which  should  in 
time  restore  the  industry  to  its  former  prosperous  state. 

Gold  and  Gold  Production — American  Machinery  ITsed. 

Eight  gold-mining  properties  Avere  operated  in  the  consular  dis- 
trict of  Madras  during  the  year  ended  March  31,  1915.  Of  these,  five, 
constituting  the  Kolar  Gold  Field,  are  situatecl  in  the  Native  State 
of  Mysore ;  two,  the  Jibutil  and  North  Anantapur,  are  in  the  Madras 
Presidency ;  and  one,  the  Hutti,  is  in  the  Native  State  of  Hyderabad. 
The  aggregate  production  of  these  mines  was  608,075  ounces  of  bar 
gold,  valued  at  $11,436,890,  which  was  considerably  above  the  aver- 
age annual  output. 

The  average  number  of  persons  employed  in  the  foregoing  gold 
mines  throughout  the  year  Avas  29,544.  There  were  in  all  289  serious 
accidents,  resulting  in  67  deaths,  representing  an  increase  over  previ- 
ous years  in  the  number  of  accidents  with  a  decrease  in  the  mortality 
resulting  therefrom. 

Coal  Avas  mined  in  Hyderabad  to  the  amount  of  548,646  tons,  which 
also  was  an  increase  in  the  aA'erage  annual  production.  The  A'alue 
of  Hyderabad  coal  is  Avithheld  from  the  public  by  the  interests  con- 
trolling the  output,  but  the  selling  price  may  be  reckoned  at  from 
$1.78  to  $2  per  ton  at  the  pit's  mouth.  On  an  aA^erage  10,141  persons 
were  employed  daily  in  the  Hyderabad  collieries,  and  the  number  of 
accidents  and  deaths  Avhich  resulted  during  the  year  Avas  24. 
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American  machinery  used  in  the  mines  of  sonthci-n  India  inchides 
air  compressors  driven  by  electricity,  steam,  and  rope;  engines;  and 
diamond  drills. 

KARACHI. 

By  Consul  James  Oliver  Lalns. 

The  Karachi  consular  district  includes  practically  the  whole  of 
northwestern  India  and  may  be  said  to  comprise  within  its  borders 
the  Province  of  Sind,  the  Punjab,  Eaj])utana,  British  Baluchistan, 
the  Northwest  Frontier  Provinces,  Kashmir,  and  Afghanistan, 
though  of  the  \i\st  little  can  be  said,  as  the  country  can  not  be  entered 
without  practically  unsurmountable  difficulties,  and  no  statistics  of 
exports  and  imports  are  published.  Kashmir,  also,  is  very  remote 
and  publishes  no  trade  statistics.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  to  con- 
fine foreign  export  and  imj^ort  figures  to  the  port  of  Karachi  in 
the  Province  of  Sind,  as  business  is  done  through  Karachi  for  most 
of  northwestern  India,  though  much  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the 
country  about  Lahore,  Amballa,  and  Amritsar  goes  through  Cal- 
cutta. 
Foreign  Trade  Statistics— Direct  Imports  by  Articles. 

Karachi's  total  sea-borne  trade  in  1914  amounted  to  $122,819,957,  or 
$21,838,074  less  than  in  the  preceding  year.  The  direct  imports  of 
merchandise  and  treasure  w^ere  valued  at  $43,645,783,  as  against 
$52,133,319  in  1913;  and  the  indirect  imports  of  foreign  goods  trans- 
shipped to  Karachi  from  some  other  Indian  port,  generally  Bom- 
bay, at  $3,153,263,  as  compared  with  $3,722,035  in  1913. 

in  the  following  table  is  shown  the  value  of  the  principal  articles 
imported  direct  from  foreign  countries  into  Karachi  in  1913  and 
1914: 


Articles. 


Apparel $288,762  $199.8f9 

Arms,  ammimition,  etc 110. 5G.5  93, 479 

Art.  works  of 13,192  19.178 

Belting  for  machinery 2(.tR0  29.5ti3 

Boolcs  and  printed  matter..  46,701  45,3(9 

Brushes  and  brooms 12. 506  8, 830 

Building  material K:9.027  267,510 

Cabinetware  and  furniture..  80.8t3  40,349 

Candles 34,422  11,248 

Carriages  and  carts 48,604  36,012 

Chemicals,  drugs,  etc.:  „„„„„. 

Chemicals 264,270  282,384 

Drugs  and  medicines....  171,322  138,091 
Dves  and  tanning  sub- 
stances   1.55,694  107,780 

Clocks  and  watches 24,171  8,565 

Coal  and  coke 271,558  156,712 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 
Piece  goods- 
Gray  (unbleached)  .  2, 679, 951  1 ,  723, 605 

White  10,647,359  10,042,412 

Colored 9,253,703  5,805,815 

Twist  and  yam 719.223  617,214 

other 120.758  121.279 

Earthenware  and  porcelain .  73. 1 89  63.  587 

Flax,  manufactures  of 52,260  44,253 

Fruits  and  vegetables: 

Dates           384,331  345,611 

Other'.'.' ".105  'S.3<i« 

Glass  and  glassware 386,283  220,113 

Gold  and  silver  thread 100,064  31,962 

Grain  and  pulse 13,612  9,314 

Haberdashery  and  millinery  383, 367  285, 191 

a  Represents  imports  from  April  to  December,  1 
motorcycles  were  shown  together,  the  total  value  of 


1913 


1914 


Articles. 


Handkerchiefs  and  shawls . . 

Hats,  caps,  etc 

Hides  and  skins 

Hops 

Hosiery 

Instruments  and  apparatus. 

•Jewelry  and  plate 

Leather,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Leather 

Manufactiu'es — 

Boots  and  shoes 

other 

Matches 

Metals,  and  manufactures  of: 

Brass 

Copper 

Iron  and  steel — 

Electroplated  ware. 
Plardware  and  cut- 


Macliincry  and  mill- 
work  

Boilway  plant  and 

roiling  stock 

Other 

Lead 

Other 

Motor  vehicles: 

Automobiles  a 

Motorcycles  o 

Motor  wagons 

Oilcloth 


$329,340 
30,411 
34,484 
16,349 
IS,  240 
219, 573 
23,702 


20,450 

339, 222 

47,970 
304,133 

10,510 
198, 459 

2S,  370 

854,2% 

805, 304 

1,065,317 

2, 208, 698 

27,963 

51, 537 

105, 638 
22, 693 

7,599 
14,683 


$257, 
37, 
29, 
9, 
13, 
200, 
13. 


540 
217 
360 
.546 
514 
711 
461 


14,878 


273, 
34, 
252, 

8, 
319, 

22, 

629, 

661, 

862, 

1,899, 

29, 

43, 

161 
33 
15 
14 


907 
337 
738 

280 
671 


913;  from  January  to  March,  1913,  automobiles 
the  imports  for  the  3  months  being  $59,935. 


799 

204 

397 
063 
755 

098 

,345 

675 
,.502 

■87 

aad 
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Articles. 


Oils: 

Kerosene 

Other 

Paints  and  colors 

Paper  and  pasteboard 

Pitch,  tar,  and  dammar. . . 

Polishes 

Precious  stones 

Printing  and  lithographing 

materials 

Provisions,  n.  e.  s , 

Prints  and  engravings 

Rubber 

Ships,  parts  of 

Sill-.,  nianufacturee  of: 
Piece  goods — 

Piirc  silk 

MLxtures 

Other 

Soap 

Spirits,  wines,  liquors,  etc.: 
Ale,  beer,  porter,  and 

cider 

Spirits — 

Brandy 

Gin 

Whis  y 

Other 

Wines — 

Champagne 

Port 

Sherry 

Other 


SI, 504, 041 
28-5,608 
151,704 
335.552 
15, 743 
36, 128 
973 

50, 3.55 
597, 792 
17, 71)8 
30. 815 
10, 059 


43,560 
115,936 

76,711 
225, 698 


207, 989 

101,198 

7.4,81 

229,4.56 

81,680 

29, 182 
31.558 
12.961 
39,090 


,280,212 
198.039 
125.726 
275,0.33 
3.856 
32,134 
14.827 

43.299 

473.9.82 

12.  .'•..59 

28  613 

260, 528 


13,2.39 
27.320 
46,058 
229,361 


182. 283 

99.087 

10.316 

253.469 

70,561 

21.704 
30.415 
11,553 
33,408 


Articles. 


Stationery 

Stone  and  marble 

Sugar: 

Rav/ 

Refined 

Molosscs 

Confectionery 

Tea ■ 

Thread,  sewing 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures 

of 

Toilet  requisites 

Tors 

Typewriters 

\\  ool,  and  manufactures  of: 

Raw 

Yam 

Manufactures — 

Piece  goods 

Shawls 

Other 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of 
Articles  received  bj^  post. . . 
All  other  articles. .'. 

Total. 

Treasure 

Grand  total 


1913 


$105,380 
1,660 

25, 2.56 
9.  779, 287 
100,088 
177.356 
38.474 
104,796 

371,554 
38,463 
98. 777 
12, 182 

37,473 
356,036 

1,391.027 
184.028 
119.909 
135.423 
140.954 

1,275,432 


52.133.319 
797,058 


1914 


890, 831 
11,316 


8,915,863 
67,740 
113,374 
26.466 
80.431 

294,928 
39, 70S 
67,9-11 
13,254 

56,485 
272, 944 

832, 473 
35,385 
77.7.37 
210.  .802 
133,227 
1,052.377 


42.843.761 
802. 022 


52,930,377   43,645,783 


Imports  of  Cotton  and  Woolen  Goods — Sugar  and  Metals. 

The  largest  decrease,  over  25  per  cent,  was  in  cotton  piece  goods, 
which  was  the  result  of  the  overspeculation  and  overstocking  that 
took  place  tw^o  years  ago;  but,  had  it  not  been  for  the  general  t^dng 
up  of  capital  on  account  of  the  w^ar,  the  glut  on  the  market  would 
jjrobably  have  been  overcome  by  the  end  of  1914.  Woolen  piece 
goods  also  suffered,  the  decrease  of  $559,154  in  imports  being  caused 
by  the  curtailment  of  expenditures  by  the  people  and  by  the  en- 
hanced prices  of  woolens  in  the  European  markets. 

Sugar  is  consumed  in  enormous  quantities  in  India,  where  it  forms 
a  real  part  of  the  diet  of  the  people.  However,  contracts  that  had 
been  made  with  houses  in  the  Dutch  East  Indies  to  supply  the  market 
in  northwestern  India  were  canceled — most  of  the  sugar  imported 
into  northwestern  India  via  Karachi  comes  from  the  Dutch  islands — 
and  imports  at  this  port  practically  ceased  for  a  time,  the  total  value 
of  the  imports  for  the  year  being  $863,424  less  than  in  1913.  Wlien 
the  supply  was  cut  off  the  price  rose  and  people  of  moderate  means 
as  well  as  the  poor  ate  less  sugar  as  a  luxury  and  cut  dow^n  their 
consumption  of  sugar  as  part  of  their  usual  food. 

Imports  of  metals  decreased  sharply  soon  after  the  beginning  of 
the  war  on  account  of  the  stoppage  of  the  customary  shipments  from 
Germany  and  Belgium,  but  later  there  was  a  considerable  increase  as 
soon  as  other  countries  could  fill  orders  for  standard  goods.  In 
September  and  October  there  w^ere  requests  at  this  consulate  for 
addresses  of  American  shippers  of  standard  iron  and  steel  goods.  In 
cases  of  undelivered  goods  under  contract  for  special  works,  such  as 
bridges,  etc.,  the  contracts  for  parts  not  delivered  by  the  German  and 
Belgian  firms  went  largely  to  British  concerns. 
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Receipts  of  Kerosene,  Coal  and  Coke. 

Kerosene  is  a  necessity  to  all  classes  in  northwestern  India, 
Avliere  there  are  very  few  electrical  installations  or  gas  plants.  While 
undoubtedlv  some  economies  were  practiced  by  the  poor,  the  total 
value  of  the  imports  in  1914  was  not  affected  to  any  extent ;  in  fact, 
the  quantity  was  even  greater  than  that  of  the  preceding  year— 
17.647,290  gallons,  as  against  15,019,588  in  1913.  This  condition 
was  caused  by  the  increased  use  of  the  cheaper  Indian  oils  and  by 
a  more  intensive  cultivation  of  the  market  in  heretofore  less  impor- 
tuned districts. 

Coal  and  coke  are  imported  chiefly  for  the  use  of  railways  and 
factories.  The  hot  climate  makes  the  use  of  coal  for  heating  jnir- 
poses  unnecessarv  except  in  a  few  localities  in  the  hills,  while  char- 
coal and  wood  are  generally  used  for  cooking.  One  of  the  reasons 
for  the  decrease  was  the  smaller  quantity  required  by  the  railways 
of  the  district.  The  Northwestern  Railway,  which  has  its  sea 
terminus  at  Karachi  and  passes  through  the  Province  of  Sind  into 
the  Punjab  and  the  Northwest,  used  less  fuel  owing  largely  to  a 
decrease  in  the  mileage  of  wheat  hauling,  part  of  the  Punjab  crop 
being  diverted  to  the^United  Provinces,  where  there  was  a  famine. 
The  decrease  in  the  export  and  import  trade  in  general  commodities 
also  made  considerable  difference  in  the  long-haul  business  from 
Karachi  to  the  interior,  and  vice  versa. 
Direct  Imports  from  the  United  States. 

In  the  following  table  is  shown  the  value  of  the  principal  articles 
imported  into  the  port  of  Karachi  direct  from  the  United  States 
during  the  fiscal  years  ended  March  31,  1913  and  1914,  the  latest 
available  figures : 


Articles 


Food  anil  drink  articles: 

Canned  and  bottled  pro- 
visions  ■ 

Farinaceous  foods 

Hops : 

Other 

Metals,  and  manufactures  of: 
Hardware  and  cutlery . . . 
Metals- 
Iron  or  steel 

Aluminium 

Other 

Machinerj'— 

Electrical 

Textile 

Eice  and  flour  mill.. 

Other 

Building     and     engineering 

materials 

Motor  vehicles  and  parts 

Drugs  and  medicines: 

Patent  medicines 

Other 

Spirits  (perfumed,  in  drugs, 
etc.) 


1913-14 


S6, 784 

12,021 

2,748 

422 

40, 645 

76, 753 


343 


1,258 
5, 670 


368 
115 

4,587 
1,158 

3,140 


$1,435 

8,704 

2,220 

319 

45,266 

15, 833 

1, 139 

513 

1,577 

309 

3,016 

8,267 

16,918 
16,336 

4,584 
1,657 

5,871 


Articles. 


Tobacco,  manufactures  of 

Oils: 

Kerosene 

Lubricating 

Other 

Cotton,  manufacturers  of: 

Piece  goods,  gray  (im- 
bleached) 

Other 

Cabinetware  and  furnitiu-e — 

Clocks  and  watches 

Instruments  and  apparatus: 

Typewriters 

Other 

Painter's  materials 

Soap 

Stationery,  n.  e.  s 

Paper  and  pasteboard 

Toilet  roquisites 

All  other  articles 

Total 


1912-13 


J7,AS0 

599,367 
4,207 
1,947 


509,680 

197 

2,795 

7,267 

8,156 
4,863 
1,942 
3,315 
1,971 
6,858 
4,913 
14,618 


1,363,226 


$5, 292 

782, 837 
8,363 
4,452 


467, 574 
9,093 
1,376 
10,453 

14,371 
2,777 
3,773 
3,020 
3,104 
1,307 
8,505 

28, 814 


1,489,080 
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Indirect  Imports  by  Articles. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  of  foreign 
merchandise  .shipped  through  other  Indian  ports  (coasting  trade) 
into  Karachi  during  1913  and  191 1 : 


Articles. 


Animals,  live 

A  pparel 

Hooks  and  printed  matter 

Building     and     engineering 

materials ■ 

Betel  nuts 

Carriages  and  carts 

Chemicals 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Twist  and  j'arn 

Piece  goods — 

Gray  (imbleached). . . 

White 

Colored 

other 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Dyes  and  tanning  materials. . . 

G  lass  and  glassware 

Hardware  and  cutlery 

Instruments  and  apparatus... 

Liquors 

Machinery  and  millwork 

Metals; 

Brass 

Copper 


1913 


S10,09S 

181,611 

7,062 

5,854 


24,221 
2oi  497 

41,727 

532,  .320 
932, 668 
702,043 
ijfi,  959 
51,  IGl 
101,822 
47,326 
86, 607 
16,481 
25,731 
22,571 

15,116 
142,811 


1914 


S12,556 

100,637 

9,103 

7,984 
10,977 
30,843 
20,216 

46,479 

411,626 
732,019 
507,661 
55, 936 
53, 2S4 
81,710 
54,982 
93, 513 
11,693 
27, 5G5 
22,817 

6,963 
154,950 


Articles. 


Metals— Cont  i  n  ucd . 

Iron  and  steel 

Tin  and  zinc 

Other 

Oils 

i'aints  .and  colors 

Paper  and  pasSeboard 

Provisions: 

Fruits  and  vc:;etables. 

Other 

Silk- 
Raw 

ilanufactures 

Stationery 

Sugar ". 

Tea , 


Timber 

Wool: 

Raw 

Manufactures  , 
All  other  articles.. 


Total. 


S24, 
20, 
13, 
13 
20, 
37. 

27, 
20 

67, 
48. 
34, 
56. 
150, 


45, 
117, 


S70, 183 
24,49.5 
4.565 
25,2  0 
10,142 
31,071 

15, 510 
22, 4};0 

47, 621 
41.796 
.36, 278 
26  224 
89, 244 
21, 897 

9, 136 
5  (,305 
157,512 


3,722,035  i  3,153,263 


Exports  by  Articles. 

The  total  export  trade  of  the  port  of  Karachi  in  1914  was  valued 
at  $76,020,911,  as  against  $88,005,519  in  the  preceding  year.  Exclud- 
ing the  exports  of  treasure,  which  amounted  to  $370,595  in  1913  and 
$77,743  in  1914,  the  shipments  of  Indian  produce  and  foreign  mer- 
chandise from  Karachi  declined  in  value  by  $11,691,756  to  $75,943,168 
during  the  year  under  review. 

The  value  of  the  principal  articles  of  Indian  produce  and  foreign 
merchandise  (reexports)  exported  from  Karachi  during  1913  and 
1914  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


Apparel 

BreadstulTs: 

Barley 

F!ou:",  wheat 

Kice  and  rice  flour 

W  lieat 

other  grain 

Building  materials 

Cabinet  ware  and  furaiture 

Can'iages  and  carts 

Chemicals 

Cotton,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Haw 

Piece  goods— 

Grav  (unbleached) . 

White , 

Colored , 

Other  manufactures 

Dyes  and  tamiincr  materials. 
Fish  and  fish  products: 

Fish,  dried 

Fishmaws    and    shark 
fins 

Manure 

Fodder 

Fruits  and  vegetables: 

Gram  (chick-peas) 

Jowar  and  bajra 


1912-13 

1913-14 

S49, 592 

$86, 206 

3,995,838 

746,027 

2,036,819 

1,479,105 

2,141,415 

2,175,-503 

35, 159,  214 

25,438,508 

46, 153 

1,366 

9,311 

13,115 

20,384 

15, 930 

14, 135 

16, 163 

22,830 

25,882 

16,561,121 

22, 100, 136 

37, 021 

12,241 

6:5,  246 

49,387 

115, 236 

83,616 

21,941 

18, 074 

19, 781 

34,530 

74,544 

118, 856 

106, 158 

124,225 

6,092 

13,206 

69,478 

79, 036 

1,  785, 86S 

693,592 

311,952 

1,022,063 

Articles. 


1913-14 


Fruits  and  vegetables— Con. 

Pulse. 

Other 

Ghee  (clarified  butler) 

Ilaberda.shery 

Hides  and  skins: 

Hides 

Skhis— 

Raw 

Dressed 

Horns  and  bones 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufac- 
ture, of: 

Hardware  and  cutlery.. 

Iron .". . . 

Iron  ore 

Machinery 

Jute,  manufacturej  of 

Lac,  seed 

Leather,  manufacture;  of. .. 

Live  animals 

Oilcake 

Oils: 

Mustard  and  rape 

Other 

Provisions  n.  e.  s 

Seed: 

Cotton 

Linseed 


S90, 149 

144. 2SS 

2,  721 

7,017 

2,132,312 

2, 715, 086 
193,649 

740, 887 


21,289 
100,148 
42,  739 
10, 848 
19,001 
81, 90S 
0, 057 
24,260 
26, 616 

3,905 
9,393 
11,301 

635, 423 
141,201 


571,493 

120, 999 

12, 224 

10, 286 

1,897,417 

2,516,1.31 
13'>,  928 
458, 802 


32, 692 
20, 859 
60, 616 
10,TJ10 
15,638 
32,427 
15, 834 
26, 192 
12,  755 

10,011 
12,024 
32,  786 

482, 342 
325, 121 
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Articles. 

1912-13 

1913-14 

Articles. 

1012-13 

1913-14 

Seed— Continued. 

Kape 

9,331,2,39 

1, 356, 766 

8,296 

602, 969 

11,813 

9,  69S 

275, 560 

31,334 
14, 096 

6,610,529 

1,405,056 

20,116 

200,200 

7,310 

27, 426 

1,447,176 

37, 515 
10,777 

Wool,  and  manulactures  of: 
Raw 

5,654,386 

17,231 

25, 296 

467, 880 

5,048,492 

23,403 

30, 981 

390,873 

Se-;ame  (gingeli) 

Manufactures 

Other 

Articles  exported  by  post. . . 
All  other  articles 

Silk,  and  manufacture ;  of: 

Raw 

Total     . 

87  634  924 

Sperimen5,  scientific 

Sugar,  refined 

Treasure 

370,595           77,743 

Grand  total 

Manufacturer  n.  e.  s 

88,005,519   7fi  0''0  911 

Other 

The  Wheat  Crop — Chief  Purchasers  of  Indian  Wheat. 

The  heavy  decrease,  264,301  tons,  in  exports  of  wheat  was  caused 
by  the  small  crop  and  the  embargo  placed  by  the  Government  of 
India  on  this  grain.  The  1914  wheat  crop  in  the  Punjab  and  the 
United  Provinces  fell  far  short  of  the  estimated  production,  wdiich 
had  been  based  in  part  on  the  belief  that  a  substantial  increase  would 
be  made  in  the  area  sown ;  but  the  weather  did  not  come  up  to  ex- 
pectations, the  increase  in  area  was  only  about  1  per  cent,  and  the 
crop  was  the  smallest  since  1909. 

The  w^ar  caused  an  advance  in  the  price  of  wheat  throughout  the 
district.  Though  the  lack  of  tonnage,  caused  by  taking  oif  ships 
for  transport  purposes,  held  back  much  wheat  that  might  have  nor- 
mally gone  forward  in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  prices  increased 
rapidly  all  over  the  district;  and,  as  northw^estern  India  has  a  wheat- 
eating  population,  there  was  much  complaint  and  considerable  suffer- 
ing. Contrary  to  general  belief,  India  consumes  seven-eighths  of  the 
domestic  production  of  wheat,  only  about  one-eighth  of  the  total 
crop  being  exported  normally. 

In  the  following  table  is  shown  the  value  of  the  exports  of  Indian 
wdieat  from  Karachi  to  the  chief  countries  of  destination  in  1913  and 
1914: 


Countries. 


United  Kingdom 

France 

Belgium 

Germany 


1913 


86, 416, 495 
544,519 
795, 245 
464, 162 


1914 


$12, 207, 938 

671,532 

12, 977 

81, 797 


Countries. 


Egypt 

All  other  countrie 

Total 


1913 


?26,  766,  703 
170, 090 


35, 159, 214 


1914 


S12,319,293 
145,031 


25, 438, 568 


Embargo  on  Wheat — High  Freight  Rates — The  1915  Wheat  Crop. 

In  order  to  prevent  further  suffering  and  discontent,  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  on  December  28  put  a  conditional  embargo  on  the 
export  of  wheat.  It  was  then  stated  that  Karachi  would  be  allowed 
to  export  55,000  tons  between  that  date  and  March  31,  1915.  Cal- 
cutta and  Bombay  were  allotted  8,000  and  15,000  tons,  respectively, 
but  no  other  Indian  ports,  were  permitted  to  export  that  grain.  This 
action,  however,  did  not  have  the  desired  result,  for  during  the  first 
months  of  1915  wdieat  prices  were  more  than  35  per  cent  above  what 
they  had  been  prior  to  the  war.  It  Avas  therefore  found  necessary 
to  extend  the  embargo  to  March  31,  191G,  the  Government  thus  re- 
taining the  right  to  control  the  quantity  exported  by  prohibiting 
private  shipments.  In  order  to  prevent  excessive  exportation  the 
exports  will  be  restricted  to  an  amount  approximately  equal  to  the 
quantity  exported  during  the  year  1913-14. 
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The  greatest  difficulty  at  present  is  in  the  handling  of  even  a  small 
amount  of  grain,  on  account  of  the  high  freight  rates  caused  by  in- 
sufficient tonnage.  When  the  wheat  embargo  became  known  to  ship- 
owners they  stopped  sending  ships  here,  as  the  cargo  other  than 
wdieat  was  not  sufficiently  attractive  to  take  ships  from  other  regular 
freight  routes.  It  is  said  that  an  arrangement  has  been  made  in 
London  by  the  British  Government  to  supply  tonnage  to  move  the 
grain,  but  in  the  meantime  there  is  very  little  tonnage  for  any  goods. 

The  prospect  of  the  new  wheat  crop  is  excellent.  The  area  sown 
was  actually  increased  this  year,  due  partly  to  the  advice  of  Govern- 
ment officials  and  chambers  of  commerce,  but  chiefly  to  the  decline 
in  the  price  of  cotton,  which  induced  native  farmers  to  jDlant  more 
grain. 

Exports  of  Flour,  Barley,  and  Gram. 

Wheat  flour  followed  the  same  general  course  as  wheat.  The  quan- 
tity exported  in  1914  was  29,473  tons,  as  against  42.359  tons  in  the 
preceding  year.  Lack  of  ships  to  send  the  usual  supplies  abroad  tied 
up  the  trade  and  Government  wheat  orders  also  incidentally  re- 
stricted the  quantity  of  flour  exported,  thus  causing  millers  more 
difficulty.  A  small  quantity  imder  Government  control  has  since  been 
released,  the  concession  being  made  to  enable  local  mills  doing  an 
export  business  to  continue  operation. 

Exports  of  barley,  which  is  an  important  product  of  this  district, 
declined  by  110,137  tons  to  28.468  tons,  due  to  smaller  crops  in  the 
Punjab  and  the  United  Provinces;  the  usual  complaint  of  shippers 
about  lack  of  tonnage  Avas  also  made. 

Shipments   of    gram    (chick-peas)    decreased   by   45.340   tons   to 
33,211  tons,  which  was  due  chiefly  to  a  rise  in  price  for  local  con- 
sumption.    The  crop  was  not  as  good  as  in  the  preceding  seasons, 
■whereas  the  demand  remained  about  the  same. 
The  Trade  in  Cotton. 

In  the  following  table  is  shown  the  value  of  the  shipments  of 
cotton  from  Karachi  to  the  principal  countries  of  destination  during 
the  years  1913  and  1914: 


Countries. 


United  Kingdom 

Austria 

BeU'ium 

France 

Germany 

Italy 


?253, 5S2 
1,303,987 
3,  ltil,844 
1SS,3S3 
6,014,260 
1,349,879 


1914 


S859, 752 
2,079,304 
2, 272, 923 
251,504 
10,232,153 
2, 624, 009 


Countries. 


Spain 

China  and  Japan. 

Egypt 

All  other  countrie 

Total 


1913 


8437.946 

2, 062, 075 

1,644,643 

148,498 


16,561,121 


1914 


$356,968 

530, 033 

2,551,795 

341,635 


22, 100, 136 


Coastwise  shipments  of  cotton  from  Karachi  in  1913  were  valued 
at  $7,032,708. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  in  the  above  table  are  recorded  the 
exports  of  the  entire  calendar  3^ear,  which  includes  the  seven  months 
period  preceding  the  outbreak  of  war. 

Cotton  is  one  of  the  chief  crops  of  Sind,  but  the  1913-14  yield  Avas, 
commercially,  a  failure  on  account  of  the  war.  Many  planters  did 
not  pick  all  of  their  cotton,  as  it  did  not  pay  to  harvest,  gin,  and  bale 
it ;  on  one  of  the  largest  plantations  not  more  than  20  per  cent  of  the 
crop^  was  harvested.  No  large  stocks  of  raw  cotton  are  being  held 
in  Karachi ;  when  the  situation  following  the  outbreak  of  war,  espe- 
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cially  the  glut  in  the  American  staple,  became  well  imderstood  by  the 
exporters,  the  shipments  of  cotton  from  up-country  were  stopped. 
The  situation  will  be  partly  relieved  by  the  planting-  of  more  food 
gi'ains  and  less  cotton.  In  the  Province  of  Sind  crops  are  not  infhi- 
enced  b}'  vreather  conditions  as  much  as  those  in  the  unirrigated 
parts  of  the  district  farther  up-country,  for  the  excellent  system  of 
irrigation  along  the  Indus  Kiver  gives  a  certain  stability  of  average 
production  in  the  Sind  that  a  failure  in  unirrigated  parts  can  not 
entirel}^  overcomie. 
Large  Decrease  in  Shipments  of  Oilseeds — Short  Rapeseed  Crop. 

Oilseeds  form  an  important  part  of  Karachi's  export  trade,  but 
the  decreased  demands  of  the  great  crushing  centers,  such  as  Mar- 
seilles, and  the  closing  of  the  markets  in  Hamburg,  Antwerp,  and 
other  localities  directly  affected  by  the  war,  caused  a  material  reduc- 
tion in  the  value  of  the  oilseed  shipments  from  Karachi  during  the 
year  under  review— -$8,823,048,  as  against  $11,464,029  in  1913. 

Rapeseed  are  raised  in  the  United  Provinces  and  other  parts  of 
northern  and  north  central  India,  and  large  qiiantities  are  exported 
through  Karachi.  The  exports  fell  from  102,428  tons  in  1913  to 
134,033  tons  in  1914.  An  increase  in  price  due  to  an  unsatisfactory 
crop  in  the  United  Provinces  was  one  of  the  chief  causes  for  the  lack 
of  foreign  demand.  The  decreased  exports  of  rapeseed  affected  a 
number  of  firms  in  Karachi  that  make  a  specialty  of  handling  this 
crop,  and  there  were  complaints  even  in  the  early  part  of  1914,  when 
merchants  were  encouraged  by  the  general  situation. 

Exports  of  Rapeseed  by  Countries. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  countries  of  destination 
of  the  exports  of  rapeseed  from  Karachi  in  1913  and  1914 : 


Countries. 


United  Kingdom 

Austria 

France 

G'^rmany 

Belgium 


1913 


$760, 580 

181,637 

305.942 

1,937,193 

2,211,742 


1914 


$747, 176 

109, 213 

264.932 

857,632 

1,219,623 


Countries. 


Egypt 

All  other  foreign  countries. 

Total 


1913 


?3, 899, 001 
32,146 


9,331,239 


S3, 352. 747 
42, 206 


6,010,529 


In  1913  Karachi  sent  $23,236  worth  of  rapeseed  to  other  Indian 
ports  (coasting  trade). 

Increased  Exports  of  Sesame. 

Sesame,  or  gingeli,  was  in  greater  demand  during  the  year  under 
review,  but  this  was  due  to  ordinary  trade  fluctuations;  the  exports 
amounted  to  17,193  tons,  or  1,101  tons  more  than  in  1913. 

In  the  following  table  is  shown  the  value  of  the  exports  of  sesame 
from  Karachi  to  the  principal  countries  of  destination  during  the 
years  1913  and  1914: 


Countries. 

1913 

1914 

Countries. 

1913 

1911 

United  Kingdom 

$2, 885 
322, 252 
316,147 

71,718 

$30,029 
169,841 
234,520 
192, 906 

All  other  countries 

Total 

$043,904 

$777, 759 

1,356,766 

1,405,056 

The  coasting  exports  of  sesame  in  1913  amounted  to  $25,081. 
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Shipments  of  Cotton  Seed  and  Wool. 

Cottonseed  exports  dropped  from  30,227  tons  in  1913  to  28,758  tons 
in  1911,  the  cause  being  the  hick  of  foreign  demand.  Less  cotton  seed 
was  produced  as  the  season  advanced,  but  more  could  have  been 
supplied  had  the  demand  existed. 

Shipments  of  wool  decreased  from  1G,888  tons  in  1913  to  14,862 
tons  in  1914.  Aside  from  the  general  cause  of  complaint  by  shippers 
that  tonnage  was  not  to  be  had,  an  additional  reason  for  the  fall  in 
quantity  exported  is  to  be  found  in  the  Government  order  of  Xovem- 
ber  20,  1914,  placing  an  embargo  on  the  export  of  avooI.  The  em- 
bargo remained  in  force  until  January  2,  1915,  when  it  was  removed 
from  all  but  Tibet  and  Madras  black  and  gray  wools.  The  bulk 
of  Karachi's  exports  of  wool  go  to  the  United  Kingdom,  which  took 
^5,388,390  worth  in  1913  and  $4,758,257  worth  in  1914. 

The  Trade  in  Hides  and  Skins. 

The  $234,895  decrease  in  the  exports  of  hides  during  the  year 
under  reveiw  was  not  as  large  as  was  expected  shortl}^  after  the  out- 
break of  the  war,  for  a  good  demand  continued.  The  supply,  how- 
ever, was  not  as  large  as  usual,  this  being  regulated  mainly  by  the 
quantity  and  price  of  fodder  upcountry  and  the  general  condition  of 
the  cattle — when  fodder  is  cheap  and  water  plentiful  there  is  less 
killing  of  cattle  by  the  farmers — as  the  fodder  crops  were  sufficient 
in  1914,  the  supply  of  hides  was  less.  In  addition,  the  trade  was 
hampered  by  restrictions  put  on  the  exports  of  hides.  Germany 
was  a  large  buyer  of  hides  in  this  market,  and  for  a  time,  until  de- 
mands elsewhere  increased,  the  market  here  felt  the  loss  of  this  trade. 
Taking  into  consideration  the  several  blows  the  trade  received  and 
the  uncertainty  as  to  the  action  of  the  Government  regarding  this 
trade,  business  was  better  than  might  have  been  expected. 

The  hides  exported  from  Karachi  are  produced  chiefly  in  the 
Punjab,  which  is  the  home  of  cattle  raising  in  this  consular  district. 

Exports  of  skins  decreased  from  5.573  tons  in  1913  to  5,064  tons 
in  1914,  the  chief  cause  being  the  lack  of  shipping  facilities.  Goat 
and  sheep  skins  form  by  far  the  largest  item  of  export  from  Karachi 
to  the  United  States,  the  declared  values  in  1913  and  1914  being 
$1,999,442  and  $1,650,480,  respectively.  The  total  value  of  all  goods 
invoiced  at  this  office  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  amounted  to 
$2,513,537  in  1913  and  $2,278,980  in  1914. 

Ever-Increasing  Freight  Rates  Harmful  to  Trade. 

Throughout  the  above  export  figures  one  additional  fact  stands 
out  prominently — the  high  and  ever-increasing  freight  rates.  At  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  the  rates  from  Karachi  to  England  Avere  $5.47 
to  $5.95  a  ton;  but  they  rose  at  once,  and  in  the  winter  of  1914-15 
Avere  $17.92  to  $22.87  a  ton.  The  rate  to  the  Atlantic  ports  of  the 
United  States  rose  to  $24.33.  These  freight  rates  have  been  an  added 
burden  on  all  business.  The  sudden  advances  in  rates  have  also 
caused  much  nervousness  and  uncertainty  among  shippers.  Both 
steamship  companies  and  shippers  have  been  at  sea  in  their  guesses 
as  to  future  rates,  and  in  many  cases  merchants  haA'e  lost  money  by 
hesitating  to  accept  the  rates  offered. 

The  high  rates  offered  elscAvhere  tended  to  restrict  the  number,  of 
ships  coming  to  Karachi  for  such  general  cargo  as  agents  are  usually 
able  to  arrange  for,  because  in  many  cases  the  high  rates,  which 


BRITISH  INDIA KARACHI.  31 

caused  stoppage  of  shipping  here,  were  paid,  if  not  cheerfully  at 
least  readily,  on  trade  routes  carrying  immediately  required  necessi- 
ties to  countries  at  war.  There  has  been  almost  no  "  transient "  ton- 
nage here  since  the  Avar  began. 

Conditions  in  the  Punjab  and  Rajpiitana. 

As  the  greater  part  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  port  of  Karachi 
comes  from  or  goes  to  the  Punjab  and  Rajputana,  the  increases  and 
decreases  as  noted  in  the  trade  through  that  port  may  be  taken  as 
the  criterion  in  judging  commercial  and  industrial  conditions  in  these 
two  most  important  sections  of  this  consular  district.  The  trade 
figures  for  Calcutta  also  contain  much  that  originates  in  this  part 
of  India.  The  local  internal  trade  does  not  fluctuate  greatly  from 
3'ear  to  year.  Most  of  the  inhal)itrtnts  are  poor  and  live  close  to  the 
limit  of  their  incomes,  and  even  in  the  best  of  times  the  greater  part 
of  them  can  save  but  little,  the  expansion  in  buying  consisting  chiefly 
in  purchasing  a  larger  quantity  of  certain  staple  articles  in  which 
they  economize  in  bad  periods.  For  these  reasons,  the  high  price  of 
food  and  the  recent  irregular  crops  in  these  two  States  caused  no 
commercial  panic,  but  there  was  a  general  all-round  reduction  in  the 
use  of  all  articles  in  which  reduction  could  be  made. 

The  living  conditions  of  the  people  have  improved  with  the  steady 
advance  in  wages  through  the  last  decade  or  two.  Reduction  of 
usury  and  the  Government  credit  banks  that  lend  money  to  the 
farmers  are  aiding  in  this  improvement. 

The  3"ears  1913  and  1914  were  lean  years  in  the  Punjab  and  Raj- 
putana,  and  dislocations  of  local  business  may  be  expected  to  continue 
as  long  as  the  war  lasts,  but  the  fine  promise  of  the  crops  points  to 
improvement  in  1915.  The  extra  money  that  will  flow  into  these  sec- 
tions in  1915  will  go  in  a  greater  degree  to  the  actual  producer  of  the 
crops;  in  1914  much  of  the  wheat  and  other  grain  had  passed  from 
the  hands  of  the  farmers  before  the  prices  began  to  rise. 
Proposed  Industrial  Development. 

Eff'orts  are  being  made  in  both  of  these  important  sections,  but 
especially  in  the  Punjab,  to  take  advantage  of  the  present  war  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  industries  in  merchandise  lines  that  were  for- 
merly supplied  by  continental  countries.  While  this  move  of  the 
Punjab  Government  and  its  support  by  the  Punjab  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce may  bring  about  certain  results,  it  is  not  believed  by  those  wdio 
have  watched  the  various  attempts  to  start  industries  among  the- 
natives  of  northwestern  India  that  the  plan  will  succeed  beyond  the 
possible  establishment  of  a  minimum  number  of  isolated  mills  or 
factories. 

The  foreign  trade  of  the  Punjab  and  Eajputana  is  best  judged  by 
looking  at  the  volume  of  exports  of  agricultural  products  and  hides 
and  skins  passing  through  Karachi  and  the  imports  through  Karachi 
to  upcountry  districts  of  such  articles  as  piece  goods  and  sugar. 

Northwest  Frontier  Provinces  and  British  Baluchistan. 

As  the  trade  of  the  Northwest  Frontier  Provinces  is  largely  bound 
up  with  that  of  the  Punjab  and  the  transfrontier,  no  separate  sta- 
tistics are  available.  What  trade  there  is  consists  largely  of  ship- 
ments of  hides,  skins,  and  raw  materials  to  other  centers  in  the 
South,  where  they  are  combined  with  other  merchandise  of  the  same 
class  and  appear  at  Karachi  as  the  product  of  the  Punjab.    The  chief 
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purchases  of  these  provinces  are  piece  goods,  metals,  and  leather 
goods. 

British  Baliichistaxi  has  little  prcductivitv.  compared  with  the 
more  central  and  southern  States  of  this  district ;  it  exports  raw  ma- 
terial, such  as  hides,  skins,  and  gums.  Houtes  to  southern  Persia, 
BaluchistaJi,  and  Afghanistan  pass  through  this  territory  Avhich 
does  an  imi)ortant  transfer  business  in  imports  for  the  more  northern 
Asiatic  districts. 
Railway  Earnings — The  Port  of  Karachi. 

Railway  earnings  fell  off  seriously  on  several  lines.  The  total  de- 
crease for  all  of  India  for  the  year  ended  February  6,  1915,  which 
included  more  than  six  months  of  the  war  period,  was  $22,580,560,  or 
5|  per  cent.  Several  roads  made  small  gains,  but  5^  per  cent  was  the 
average  loss.  The  losses  of  the  roads  in  this  district  were  not  as  great 
as  those  of  the  lines  farther  south :  the  Northwestern  Railway,  which 
has  its  terminal  at  Karachi,  lost  $1,200,403,  wdiile  the  Great  Indian 
Peninsular  Railwav,  Avhose  port  is  Bombay,  suffered  a  loss  of 
$2,433,250. 

Sir  George  C.  Buchanan,  Chairman  of  the  Rangoon  (Burma)  Port 
Commission,  in  a  report  on  the  financial  conditions  of  the  ports  of 
Bombay,  Karachi,  Calcutta,  and  Rangoon  for  the  fiscal  year  1913-14, 
made  the  following  remarks  about  the  port  of  Karachi : 

There  is,  however,  one  fireat  difference  between  the  ports  of  Bombay  and 
Karachi  on  the  west  and  those  of  Calcutta  and  Rangoon  on  the  east,  because 
the  forni'-r  are  seaports  proper,  while  the  latter,  being  situated  on  the  banks  of 
rivers  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  sea,  are  connuitted  to  a  considerable 
annual  expenditure  in  lighting,  buoying,  surveying,  conservancy,  and  additional 
pilotage. 

Bombay  and  Calcutta  also  differ  from  Karachi  and  Rangoon  in  that  they 
have  been  put  to  the  expense  of  wet  docks  for  the  accommodation  of  trade, 
which  Karachi  and  Rangoon  have  managed  to  carry  on  by  means  of  wharves 
and  moorings. 

Karachi  has  so  much  in  its  favor,  i.  e.,  a  trade  that  must  increase,  a  reserve 
fund  of  35  lakhs  of  rupees  (.$1,135,.517),  very  small  establishment  charges,  a 
moderate  debt,  and  an  inexpensive  port  to  vork,  that  temporary  setbacks  need 
cause  it  no  concern. 

This  report  covers  the  period  before  the  war,  but  the  comment 
applies  to  present  conditions  as  well. 

General  Trade  Outlook  for  Karachi. 

It  is  believed  by  traders  in  all  parts  of  India  that  the  commerce 
of  Karachi  Avill  recover  comparatively  quickly  when  it  ceases  to 
carr}^  the  handicap  of  the  war. 

The  president  of  the  Karachi  Chamber  of  Commerce  early  in  1915 
made  the  following  statement  regarding  the  trade  outlook  in 
Karachi : 

As  for  Karachi,  we  have  no  luxui'y  trades  here.  Our  work  in  the  main  con- 
sists of  the  very  prosaic  labor  of  exchanging  food  and  clothing  in  their  unmanu- 
factured states  for  clotliing  and  food  in  more  or  less  manufactured  forms. 
Such  dealings  as  we  have  in  coal,  oil.  metals,  timber,  seeds,  skins,  and  bones, 
all  come  under  the  head  of  necessary  trades;  and  as  the  necessaries  of  life  must 
always  remain  in  moi-e.or  less  constant  demand,  our  exports  and  imports  will 
continue  to  expand  in  the  future  as  they  have  done  in  the  past.  The  temporary 
interruptions  and  adjustments  inseparable  from  a  state  of  war  and  its  termi- 
nation must  of  necessity  cause  many  losses  and  hardships;  but  on  the  whole 
the  outlook  for  Karachi,  in  spite  of  ihe  war,  is  the  reverse  of  gloomy. 

WASHINGTON  :  GOVERNMENT  PRINTING  OFFICE  :  1915 


